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Easter...

In the coming week called holy, we trace once more the story
that is at the heart of the Christian faith. It is a story with turns as
sudden and violent as last week’s weather. This afternoon is
beautiful once again. Rather than sitting at the computer, I want to
be enjoying the crocuses that emerged from the snow brighter than
before. That would be better for my soul.

Since I am not leading by example, neither will I try to say
something new about Easter. But I will share something old
which, I hope, is worth your reading. Those gathered for our Adult
series on Spirituality spent some time with the poetry of George
Herbert. Several commented on the spiritual depth and power of
his poems which so often struggled with what it meant to follow
our StillSpeaking God. Here (on page 2) is one more favorite from
Herbert entitled “Easter.” May it be good for your soul.

Grace & Peace, W
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Rise, heart, thy lord is risen. Sing his praise
Without delays,

Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise
With him may'st rise:

That, as his death calcined thee to dust,

His life may make thee gold, and, much more, just.

Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part

With all thy art,

The cross taught all wood to resound his name
Who bore the same.

His stretched sinews taught all strings what key
Is best to celebrate this most high day.

Consort, both heart and lute, and twist a song
Pleasant and long;

Or, since all music is but three parts vied
And multiplied

Oh let thy blessed Spirit bear a part,

And make up our defects with his sweet art.

George Herbert 1593-1633

StillSpeaking Magazine
The United Church of Christ is launching a
subscription campaign for its new high-end-

design StillSpeaking Magazine, an oversized,
full-color publication that will debut in late April.

The 88-page StillSpeaking Magazine will be
published twice annually in Spring and Fall. An inaugural, three-
year subscription is $29 if purchased before July 1. After that date,
subscriptions will be $39 each. Order online at ucc.org/magazine.

“StillSpeaking Magazine promises to be a full-sensory experience
for readers, with compelling writing and expert photography that
will communicate stories of inclusion, involvement, transformation
and the best aspirations of the UCC, its members and its churches,”
said the Rev. J. Bennett Guess, the UCC's director of
communications. “We want a quality feature publication that tells
moving accounts of our people and the ways their lives have been
impacted by the UCC.”
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Sharing and Caring

Prayers and Concerns

Please call the church office for further information at 537-
7006 or office @uccmanhattan.org.

He/p/ng

Need a ride to church? Contact one of our transportation
volunteers: Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, Jeff
Keller, or Mike & Martha Miller.

Home Communion Visits are available by contacting the
office or the pastor. The Deacons can arrange to bring
communion to your home on the first Sunday of each
month as we celebrate the sacrament in worship. Visits at
other times can be arranged with the pastor.
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Thank You

Many Thanks to Atina and Jerry Hanna, Donna Keyser,
and Martha Miller for making soup for the Ecumenical
Lenten Worship and Lunch on March 10. Thanks also to
the Women of the Church for providing the bread. Yum!

Thank you for your generous contribution of $1625.00 to
the United Church of Christ Haiti Earthquake Relief
fund.The United Church of Christ is using Haiti Earthquake
relief funds to support the relief efforts of several partners
including Church World Service, ACT Alliance of Global
Ministries. UCC supported efforts include distribution of
water, food packages, blankets, hygiene and baby kits and
medicines and medical supplies. We are engaged in
construction of temporary water systems and latrines. Haiti
Earthquake relief funds will be utilized in the months and
years to come, as we accompany our Haitian sisters and
brothers on the long, long journey of recovery, restoration
and renewal. Thank you for making the journey possible.
Sincerely, —Susan M. Sanders, OGHS Administrator

I am writing to offer my thanks for First Congregational
UCC’s generous sharing of Our Church’s Wider Mission
Basic Support last year. When we asked your Conference
Minsiter for the names of churches that have made
exemplary gifts in 2009 for Basic Support, your church was
on that short list! The gifts you have given from your
church enable significant mission—mission that belongs to
God and that all of us do together. Thank you for your
partnership. —Rev. Stephen L. Sterner, Executive Minister,
Local Church Ministries, UCC

E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN INGF¢
If you wish to be added to the First M

Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please

contact the church office at 537-7006.
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HOLYWEEK ANDEASTER

Palm Sundag — Sundag of the Passion

March 28 ar 10:45 A.M. Join the parade as we re-enact the
Palm Sunday parade with music and a procession into the church
Then we will retell the passion story according to the gospel of
Luke. The Chancel Choir sings music from Handel’s Messiah.

Maundy Tl'lursc]ay

April 1 at 6:30 P.M. Join us in a simple supper of soup and
bread in Blachly Hall. After the supper we will celebrate Holy
Communion. Child care for infants and toddlers will be provided
during the supper and worship service.

[T aster Sunday Brcaiocast

April 4 at 9:30 A.M. The Board of Christian Education invites
you to begin the Easter celebration with a potluck breakfast at the
church. Bring food to share—casseroles, sweet rolls, quick breads,
fruit, or whatever strikes your fancy. Also, help us be “green” by
bringing your own cutlery, plates, etc. Drinks will be provided.
Sunday School classes do not meet that morning, so come enjoy
food and fellowship. Remember, guests are always welcome!

Festival [ aster WOI‘SI‘IiP

April 4 at 10:45 A.M. Celebrate the resurrection in a festival
Service of the Word. The Chancel Choir presents music from
Handel’s Messiah, Pastor Kent will preach.

E_astcr E_gg Hunt

April 4 at Noon Don’t miss the egg-citement on the church
lawn following worship. The egg hunt is prepared by the First
-|- Congregational Youth and the Christian
Education Board. There will be no

regular Fellowship Hour on Easter Day.

Register Now for National Gathering 2010
The United Church Coalition for Lesbian

Gay Bisexual and Transgender Concerns
0 rl A National Gathering
San Diego, CA, July 14-17, 2010.

The ONA process began on a national level in 1985 when the
Fifteenth General Synod adopted the resolution, Calling on United
Church of Christ Congregations to Declare Themselves Open and
Affirming. The Planning Committee for National Gathering hopes
that each ONA congregation will send at least one delegate to San
Diego to join in celebrating this milestone. Come this year and
reconnect with friends from across the country. Come to get tips
on how to more fully incorporate ONA into your local church.
Everyone will go home energized and full of ideas on topics such
as church growth and inclusiveness, advocacy and empowerment,
reaching out to LGBT youth and young adults, etc.

Any Body, Everybody, Christ’'s Body

The overall theme of this year’s National Gathering will be Any
Body, Everybody, Christ’s Body, following up on the Accessible
to All resolution passed by the 25th General Synod in Atlanta,
Georgia, calling on UCC congregations and instrumentalities to be
physically, spiritually, and emotionally open and affirming to
people with disabilities. We hope to address these issues
specifically and in the wider context of living out God’s
extravagant welcome to all. There will also be important sessions
about transgender issues as the Coalition continues its work to
encourage the full inclusion of transgender people within the UCC.
Go to ucccoalition.org to register.

ECM Apartment Available August 1, 2010, two

bedroom apartment in the Ecumenical Campus Ministry building

across the street from campus. All utilities paid; laundry facilities
on premises; off street parking. $800/month. Call David Jones or
Sarah Taylor; 539-4281.
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“Y AIVK”

2010 Camping Season at
White Memorial Camp

Explore who we are and how we
== can be more like Jesus. God’s
unconditional love: Caring,
Responisble, Respectul, Honest.

White Memorial Camp and Conference Center is the place to be
this summer. As we begin our two-year camp sustainability
program new items and improvements can be found all around the
camp. Whether you are new to Camp White or a seasoned camper,
there is something for everyone here. Join us and discover new
adventures.

Register now for summer camp at White Memorial Camp.
Remember that if camps do not have enough people registered,
they may be cancelled, so don’t delay. Camp registration forms
are available on the table outside the church office.

Camp scholarships are available through the Fenton Lay
Education Fund of First Congregational UCC, Manhattan.
Complete your forms, include a check for your half, turn it in to
the church office, and we will take it from there. But please--don’t
delay until the last minute!

April 17 Open House and Early Bird Registration
Apr. 30-May 1 Mother-Daughter Weekend
June 3-5 Family Camp

June 14-18  Senior High Camp (Grades 9-12)
June 21-24  Junior High Camp (Grades 6-8)

June 28-30 Junior Adventure Camp (Grades 1-3)
July 5-9 Wild Water Week (Grades 3-12)
August 2-6  Last Blast Camp (Grades 3-12)

Additional Camps and information cam be found in the 2010
Camp Brochure.
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April 24 Workshop on Ending the

Practice of Trafficking in Persons

Country Club Congregational United Church of Christ is hosting
an area-wide discussion and workshop on Human Trafficking on
Saturday, April 24, from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. The church is
located at 205 West 65™ Street, Kansas City, Missouri. Area
decision-makers, churches in western Missouri and eastern Kansas,
community groups, and other key stakeholders are invited.

Human trafficking, also known as “trafficking in persons” or
“modern day slavery,” is the use of force, coercion, fraud, or
abduction to exploit the person for profit. Victims of human
trafficking are subjected to labor and/or sexual exploitation, which
may take many forms—debt bondage, commercial sexual abuse of
children, prostitution, bride trafficking, child soldiering, domestic
servitude, and forced labor. Human trafficking is the third largest
criminal industry in the world today. It is also the fastest growing.

The workshop features a dynamic group of presenters who will
help us strategize to stop human trafficking in our city and states.
You can register at the church, 816-423-4813 or
mail@cccucc.com.

Honor family or friends by purchasing a

lily for the Easter Day worship service on

April 4. The lilies are $10.00 each. Send

your check and completed form to the church
office or place it in the offering plate.
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North Central Association UCC
Spring Meeting April 17

The Spring Association Meeting will be held at
10:00 A.M. April 17,2010, at White Memorial
Camp. Registration begins at 9:30 A.M. Lunch is
available for $7.50. Please contact the church
office by April 9 to reserve a meal. The morning
will be an opportunity to connect with other area
UCC churches and to do the business of the
Association. You are also invited to enjoy the Open House
planned for that day at the camp from 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.

Inquirer’s
Lunches

Sundays April 11*" and 18*"
from about 12:15 to 2:00 P.M.

Lunch will be provided—Child care is available

W

These lunches are for both those who would like to become
members of First Congregational UCC and those who just want
to learn more about the history and ministries of this
congregation. You will have the opportunity to meet new and
long-time members. We'll share our own stories and hopes,
take a tour of this historic building's nooks and crannies, and
share food and fellowship. Questions? Talk to the pastor or
call the church office at 537-7006.

Sponsored by the Board of Deacons and the Vitality Team.
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This Sunday, March 28, we will complete our One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering. Thus far during the season of Lent we have
reveived $1,173.67 for this special appeal. Of that total, $211.76
has come from the loose change placed in the offering plates.
Thank you for helping us Change the World!

Let’s wrap it up this Sunday in a big way. Your gifts to One Great
Hour of Sharing help the UCC to provide immediate and ongoing
response to natural disasters throughout the world—recently in
Haiti and Chile. Your gifts provide clean water, medical care, and
so much more. Thank you for your generous gifts.

—The Board of Mission and Outreach

Walk for Life

Life Choice Ministries, a local crisis pregnancy center, is hosting a
Walk for Life on Saturday, April 17, to raise funds for their vital
ministry to women experiencing crisis pregnancies. In addition to
raising money, the Walk for Life will be a lot of fun, and those
participating will have the opportunity to receive a free T-shirt and
perhaps win a gift card. Walkers need to pre-register by March 29.
Team captain Dan Barnes can help you get registered. Speak
to him at worship on Sunday.
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Study & Discussion Opportunities for Adults

That Strange Book—aBible Study on Revelation
Thursday Evening Bible Study is studying that mysterious book at
the end of the Bible—Revelation. Join us Thursdays at 5:30 P.M.
in Blachly Hall as we explore this often misunderstood yet
influential book that is not like any other in the New Testament.
Feel free to bring a brown bag supper or snacks. Child care is
available in the Nursery. We conclude by 6:45 P.M. so that you
can attend the Taizé worship service if you wish.

Exploring Christian Spiritualities

An Adult Forum series during Lent

“I’m spiritual but not religious,” seems to be one of the mantras of
our time. But what do we mean by “spirituality?” Spirituality is
nothing new—most would say that it’s a part of being human.

March 28: What’s Old is New. We wrap up our series by noting
some of the connections in Chirstian spriritual practices over the
centuries. We will look at one example—the community of Taizé,
France, that has created a new experience of the ancient monastic
patterns of prayer and service.

Gifts of New Life

An Adult Forum series during Easter.
New life is all around us! During the Easter season we will
explore a wide range of “new life” things happening around us.

April 11: Our Whole Lives—A Conversation between Youth
and Adults Our congregation has been offering the Our Whole
Lives (OWL) curriculum in human sexuality. Come for a
conversation with our youth about what they have been discussing.
You might be surprised!

April 18: Organ and Tissue Donation—A Gift of Life

Jim and Mary Harwell are our guest presenters. Hear their
personal stories of life and death, and learn how you can make a
gift of life in death.
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Worship & Church Volunteers

March 28, 2010

Greeters..................... Anne & Dale Stearns

Scripture Reader...... Ann Smit

Word for Children... Chantel Vogel

Fellowship Hour ....... Donna Keyser

Snow Removal.......... Brad Logan (March 28 — April 3)

April 4, 2010

Greeters..................... Brad Logan & Lauren Ritterbush
Scripture Reader...... Jim Mock

Word for Children... Atina Hanna

Fellowship Hour ....... Volunteer Needed

Lawn Care................ Volunteer Needed

April 11, 2010

Greeters..................... Volunteer Needed
Scripture Reader ...... Victor Force
Word for Children... Judy Willingham
Fellowship Hour-....... Volunteer Needed
Lawn Care................ Volunteer Needed

April 18, 2010

Greeters..................... Marsha Tannehill

Scripture Reader...... Jim Lewis

Word for Children... Angela Hubler

Fellowship Hour ....... Marsha Tannehill & Carolyn Hodgson
Lawn Care................. Volunteer Needed
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The Second Helping @S

The Second Helping is a local mission of First
Congregational UCC. It serves a hot meal

every Sunday evening and provides sack

breakfast and lunch items to each guest. To
volunteer, contact the church office at 537-7006 or
office@uccmanhattan.org.

March 28, 2010

Chief Cook................ To be announced

Volunteers................. Ann Gleason, To be announced
Dessert....................... Wade Honey

April 4, 2010

Chief Cook................ Andy Barkley

Volunteers................. Mary Ellen Barkley, Ann Gleason,
Caren Knicklebine

Dessert...................... To be announced

April 11, 2010

Chief Cook................ To be announced
Volunteers................. To be announced
Dessert......cocceeeeeeennnen. To be announced

How can you help
The Second Helping?

See page 14.
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How You Can Help

Our Congregation’s mission to provide a hot supper every Sunday
evening for anyone who needs it has been serving our community
for over a decade. The mission remains a vibrant one; we have
consistently averaged about 25 guests every week. We provide a
full supper—salad, hot main and side dishes, and desert. We also
offer each guest a sack lunch and breakfast items as they leave.
How can you help? Happily, there are many ways to do so.

« Volunteer your time. Mandy Strawn, our volunteer
coordinator, is always looking for people who can cook, or
people who can help with preparation, serving, and cleanup on
Sundays. Novice cooks can get lots of good advice from the
“old hands”; Sunday volunteering involves being at the Church
from about 3:30 to 6:30. Mandy’s email:
mandy.strawn@gmail.com

e Put your gifts in the Communion Sunday barrel.
For those donations, we could particularly use items suitable for
casseroles (rice, noodles, tuna, chicken broth, and tomato sauce),
and items we can use in lunch bags (such as individually
wrapped granola bars and individual fruit cups). All gifts that
can be utilized by The Second Helping go there first. Items that
are not needed by The Second Helping are passed on to the Flint
Hills Breadbasket. The Flint Hills Breadbasket is actually one of
our providers, generously giving us meat products and some
canned goods.

- Donate money. Last year, we are proud to say, the Second
Helping did not use any of the church’s budget dollars. Your
generous donations (including the cash and checks dropped in
the Communion barrel) were our primary support.

e Donate meat. At times, the local grocery stores run
wonderful sales on meat items. We generally have freezer space
available. Of particular use to us would be beef arm roasts, pork
roasts, pork loins, and hams.
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» Make or donate a desert. Health Department rules require
that any food that we serve be made in the church kitchen. We
would be happy to work with you so that you could do that. We
can also use commercially prepared deserts. Cookies, cakes, and
ice cream have been popular donations.

« Donate lunch bag items. In addition to a sandwich and
chips, we put fresh vegetables, a piece of fresh fruit, and instant
oatmeal in our lunch bags. We love to add granola or breakfast
bars or individual fruit cups. We also have used donated eggs
and hardboiled them to add protein to those lunch bags. If you
would like to donate 5 dozen eggs, or 30 pieces of fruit, or any
other appropriate item, just let Sue Zschoche suez@ksu.edu or
Dale Stearns annestearns(@gmail.com know about it early in the
week in which you would like to donate.

Please note that for any in-kind donations, the church office has a
form that you can fill out which can be used for tax purposes.

All of us working on Second Helping are incredibly grateful for
the constant support of this church community. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact Dale Stearns or Sue Zschoche.

Have you included the church in your will?
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700 Poyntz Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66502
(785) 537-7006
uccmanhattan.org
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

pril 201710

Thursday

Saturday

1 2 3
Maundy Thursday | Good Friday
9:00 Crisis Center
6:30 Soup Supper Meeting
& Holy
Communion 6:00 Storytime
4  Easter Day 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30 Choir Rehearsal ) .y 10:00 NC Assn.
9:30 Easter Breakfast 9:00 I(\:/[l‘elggr%enter Committee on
Fill the Breadbasket 11:30 Lunch Bunch Ministry
10:45 Festival Worship . . .
12:00 Easter Egg Hunt 7:00 Board Meetings 5:30 Blble, Study 6:00 Storytime
7:00 Taizé Y
5:15 Second Helping
11 2" Sunday of Easter |12 13 14 15 16 17
. hoir Reh 1 9:00 Crisis Center |10:00 N.C. Assn.
830 C o1r Re earsa . Meetjn Sprlng Meetlng
9:30 Church School 12:00 DNee;c\lflsilr?gter & at Camp White
10:45 Worship‘—OWL Sunday 530 Bible Study | _ ‘ 9:00 Robb/
12:00 Fellowship Hour 3:00 AAUW 7:00 Taizé 6:00 Storytime Thorton Wedding
5:15 Second Helping Dinner Prep
18 3" Sunday of Easter |19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30 Choir Rehearsal 9:00 Crisis Center
9:30 Church School 10:00 N.C. Assn. L ‘ Meeting
10:45 Worship Clergy 6:00 Vitality Team  |5:30 Bible Study
. , 7:00 Cabinet 7:00 Taizé
12:00 Fellowship Hour 6:00 Storytime
5:15 Second Helping 7:00 PFLAG
25 4™ Sunday of Faster |26 27 28 29 30
8:30 Choir Rehearsal 9:00 Crisis Center
9:30 Church School 12:00 Newsletter 5:30 Bible Study Meeting

10:45 Worship
12:00 Fellowship Hour
5:15 Second Helping

Deadline

7:00 Taizé

6:00 Storytime




April Birthdays April 2010

Dates to 2emember

April 4 Easter Day

Easter Breakfast
Festival Worship
Bill Richter Leo Schell Fill the Breadbasket

Dale Brown Chloe Weston Easter Egg Hunt

Nicki Keller Tracey Weston
Minnie Oppenlander Susan Scott
Krista Caffey Angela Hayes

12 Kara Burns Eirik Peterson April 7 Lunch Bunch
14 Bryan Smith Rachel Smit Board Meetings

15 Kate Schroeder Joan McNeil April 11 Our Whole Lives Sunday

20 Melissa Jones Eli Logan
20 Ken Schroeder April 12 Newsletter Deadline

20 Irva Gishwiller April 17 North Central Association
Spring Meeting at Camp
White

I__I April 19 : PFLAG Meeting

April 21 Vitality Team Meeting
Cabinet Meeting

3 David Manning & Reta McDermott

8 David & Lois Sauer April 26

Newsletter Deadline
17 James & Else Dunnigan

23 Jenny & Dan Clark




