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You asked for it...

Actually, I asked you for suggestions and you responded.
This summer we will be departing from the lectionary cycle of
scripture readings at various times to engage sermon topics and
suggestions from the congregation. This Sunday we will be
focused on God’s gift of a colorful and amazing creation as we
celebrate our annual Blessing of the Animals. The next week we
begin taking up your suggestions with the story of King David and
the prophet Nathan. (It’s actually a lectionary scripture being
displaced by the creation celebration this week!)

Some of the suggestions are, in fact, scriptures that we will
engage yet this year or which we have engaged in the last few
months—so not all suggestions will get covered this summer. One
or two suggestions might be better engaged in a discussion
format—and as such they are on the list for future Adult Forums.
And that leaves us plenty for the summer. [continued page 2]:
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You Asked for It Summer Sermons
(not necessarily in order of appearance)

They Didn’t Make the Cut

What about those books that didn’t make the Bible? Why? Were
any written by women? We’ll engage these and other questions
about the origins of our scriptures.

Could it be.. .. Jesus?

Why is it that in the gospel stories of the risen Christ that nobody
seems to recognize Jesus, at least at first? Are the gospel writers
trying to make a theological point or are the disciples just slow on
the uptake?

The Other Good Book

The church has always recognized the power of music to nurture
faith. We’ll explore (and sing) some of the theology and nurture
we get from that other good book in the pew.

No Escape

Psalm 139 is a much-beloved and powerful affirmation of the
presence of God—even when we fail to notice. We will explore
this ancient affirmation of faith in the midst of difficulty.

Hello Darkness My Old Friend

How can the church speak a word of hope to those affected by
mental illness and depression? We will engage Psalm 88 and other
biblical texts that do not shy away from the pain.

Love Love Love Love

Maybe the most used and abused four-letter word in the English
language. The church talks about it all the time, but what do we
mean by it? Can you love someone you don’t like? How can we
possibly love our enemies?

The list is not exhaustive—some folks submitted multiple
suggestions, I’'m still pondering others, and there was some overlap
among suggestions, but it’s a great starting point. [ hope you’ll be
part of the conversation this summer.

Grace & Peace, W
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Sharing and Caring

Prayers and Concerns
Please call the church office at 537-7006 for further information.

Blessing of the Animals &
Church Picnic June 13

Our annual celebration of God’s creation will take place Sunday
morning, June 13 at the Long’s Park Shelter, 17" and Yuma
Streets. The Board of Deacons has reserved the shelter and is
planning another great celebration—Worship is at 10:45, bring
your pets for the Blessing of the Animals, and plan to stay for a
potluck picnic.

Please bring a main dish and a side dish or dessert to share, your
own table service, and lawn chairs if you have them. Drinks will
be provided. You can help vegetarians
and those with diet restrictions by
putting a label on that casserole to let us
all know what’s in it.

If there is heavy rain or if severe
weather threatens, we will worship at
the church and picnic in the fellowship
hall. In that event, household pets will
still be welcome at the church.

Giraffes, horses, whales, and a variety
of other creatures present challenges we
may not be prepared to meet indoors.
Please use your good judgment.

Administrative Office Hours

Regular hours for the Administrative Office are changing slightly.
The office will now be open from 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.,
Monday through Friday.
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Debbie Nuss is serving as our temporary Administrative
Assistant. While we had hoped that Debbie might be able to serve
us on a permanent basis, that will not be the case due to family
considerations. We are continuing our search for a permanent
replacement and hope to conclude that process soon.

Sermons on the Web

The Church Vitality Team is delighted to announce that Sermon
Podcasts from First Congregational UCC in Manhattan are now
available on our church website! This long-promised development
has required new equipment which allows us to make more reliable
recordings of our worship services. The actual creation of the
podcasts is possible because of the dedicated work and technical
support of Dan Barnes. Thank you Dan!

You can listen to or download a podcast by visiting our website
uccmanhattan.org and clicking on the “sermons” tab. Most
sermons since October 2009 are now posted, and we will continue
to do so on a weekly basis.

Mission & Outreach

Thank YOU for your support of the Strengthen the Church
special mission appeal. Your gifts will help establish new
congregations, renew churches, strengthen leadership, and support
youth and young adult ministries in the United Church of Christ.

The Board of Mission and Outreach is looking for persons who
would be interested in supporting our efforts by serving
organizations which we as a congregation support. These include:

Shepherd’s Crossing Representative — We are looking for a
person who could attend third Monday noon meetings, and
represent our church in this ecumenical helping ministry. The
office has more information of this opportunity.

ECM Campus Ministry Board Member — Board members
attend monthly second Thursday evening meetings of our
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cooperative campus ministry. Judy Willingham can tell you about
this opportunity—she is one of the three persons who represent us
on the board.

If you have interest or questions about these opportunities, please
contact the pastor or Mission and Outreach presiding officer Victor
Force.

Rainbow Table Revival

Did that get your attention? Rainbow Table, the GLBT and allies
social group at First Congregational, is planning a Wine and
Cheese Party for Saturday, July 10, 2010, at 6:00 P.M. Contact the
church office at 537-7006 for information. More details in the next
newsletter.

Regional Youth Event July 14-18

Check your calendars and plan to attend the once-every-four-years
UCC West Central Regional Youth Event. RYE 2010 is at Park
University in Parkville, Missouri (very close!). The event runs
from Wednesday afternoon, July 14, through Sunday breakfast on
July 18. The event is for youth entering 9th grade through youth
exiting 12" grade.

Worship & Church Volunteers

Christian Education

BIBLE SCHOOL July 12-16

Check out pages 1-11 for details on a great opportunity for ALL
ages! We are invited to participate with our friends at First
Christian (Disciples of Christ) in Manhattan. Registration is
available online. If you are interested in helping, we are looking
for someone interested in leading games as well as group leaders
(not teachers) for certain age groups. Call the office for more
information on those opportunities.

Thursday Evening BIBLE STUDY: Acts

The Thursday Evening Bible Study is now taking up the Acts of
the Apostles—Luke’s sequel to his gospel. Some call it the
“Gospel of the Holy Spirit,” others “the history of the early
church.” Acts is filled with people and places and stories of how
the Jesus movement spread and grew. We meet Thursdays at 5:30
P.M. in Blachly Hall. Feel free to bring a brown bag supper or
snacks. Child care is available in the Nursery. We conclude by
6:45 P.M. so that you can attend the Taizé service if you wish.
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Scripture Reader ...... Gretchen Lewis

Word for Children... Judy Willingham

Flowers ...........ccc.c...... Judy Willingham

Fellowship Hour ....... Potluck Picnic at Long’s Park
Lawn Care................ Dale Stearns (June 13-19)
June 20, 2010----------

Greeters..................... volunteers needed

Scripture Reader ...... Dale Stearns

Word for Children... Kerri Keller
Sanctuary Flowers ... Dale & Anne Stearns

Fellowship Hour ....... volunteer needed

Lawn Care................. Donna Keyser (June 20-26)
June 27, 2010----------

Greeters..................... Anne Fredrickson, Diane Delauter
Scripture Reader ...... Jim Lewis

Word for Children... Judy Ahrens
Sanctuary Flowers ... Judy Ahrens
Fellowship Hour ....... Judy Ahrens
Lawn Care................ Al Cochran (June 27-July 3)
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Greeters..................... volunteers needed
Scripture Reader...... Kent Cormack

Word for Children ... Martha Miller
Sanctuary Flowers ... Ann Smit

Fellowship Hour ....... volunteers needed
Lawn Care................ Jim Ahrens (July 4-10)

The Second Helping @S

The Second Helping is a local mission of First
Congregational UCC. It serves a hot meal

every Sunday evening and provides sack

breakfast and lunch items to each guest. To
volunteer, contact the church office at 537-7006 or
office@uccmanhattan.org.

June 13, 2010----------

Chief Cook ................ Bob Atchison

Volunteers................. Ann Gleason,
Manhattan Mennonite Church

Dessert....................... Becky Tovar

June 20, 2010----------

Chief Cook ................ Gretchen Lewis

Volunteers................. Ann Gleason

Dessert......ccceeeeeeeennne.. Martha Miller

June 27, 2010----------

Chief Cook ................ Ann Smit

Volunteers................. ESA Sorority

Dessert.......cccceeeeeennnn. Ann Smit
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E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN
If you wish to be added to the First M

Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please

contact marianfuller@gmail.com. ‘

Community News

From Loss to New Life

Homecare & Hospice invites community members to participate
in a free five-week grief and loss support group entitled, “From
Loss to New Life.” The goal of the group is to provide support
and education to individuals moving through the grieving process
due to the loss of a loved one in the recent or distant past. The
group is designed to be a safe and confidential environment to
share one’s thoughts and feelings regarding loss and to work
together to understand the grieving process.

e An RSVP is necessary for attendance.

e The group will meet twice a week, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, from 5:00 to 6:30 P.M. in the Homecare &
Hospice conference room, 3801 Vanesta Drive

e The first meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 13, and
the last meeting will be on Thursday, August 12

e New materials will be shared at each meeting

Persons registering for the class are asked to commit to the entire
five-week program and to make every effort to attend each
meeting. Homecare & Hospice will provide all necessary
materials free of charge.

To enroll, or for more information, contact Dan Clayton at
Homecare & Hospice at 537-0688 or dclayton@hcandh.org.
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RENEW &

Grow in Faith. Have Fun. Change the World.

Vacertion Brble School
alf, First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

duly 12-16 2010 6.00-8.30 PM.

What happens when heads, hearts, and hands are in
harmony?
We grow in faith, have fun, and change the world.

Grounded in Jesus' Parable of the Sower, ReNew: The Green
VEBS brings together the Bitle and environmental stewardship,
By serving in the community and inviting the community inte
church, we demonsirate that being green can be easy, faithful,
and fun. Although current threats to our environment can seem
scary, ReNew is about hope, opportunity, and service, Kids and
congregations lead the way as stewards of the earth,

Something for EVERYONE!

Felloveship Meal begins @t 6:00 PM.

Kids will participate in games, crafts, service projects, and Bible
stories. There will be o Bible Sfudy for adults.
First Gongregational (GG 1s nvited o join our Disciples {riends ot
First Ghristion Chureh in @ green Yacation Bible School experience far
all ages and community.
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We Need Your Helpl

were a great success last year.

Thank you for your help!!!

BackpaCks For the Breadbasket

{500 Tisciwiclin] Apple Tokce baxes
(500 Indivichesl Grags Tuice boxes
(507 Ded Serving Microweve Maic £ Cleess
(500 Indd S ervimg, Mlesiwrave Foods

(exviali, epaphelti, ele )
(50) snall packages of raleine
(50) pogp top cee of Chickes meede oug
(500 peckeages of hvstant oatweal (8 i 8 bax}
(50} pop top cane af Spepletio’s or Raviall
(500 Tiseliwiclion] bresklet cereals (kid friendly)
{100) Grenala or Cevesl bars

(| u———

(30) Galion Zip Lock Bags

{30) Hand Towels 167 x 28%

(30) Washcloths

(30) toothbreshes i arig. packsges

B (50) Wide tooth combs
» {300 Wil Clippers
B (30) bars of md, wrapped soap

NEW

THE GREEM WBS®

{300) band sids (wix for cech kit)

A large part of VBS this year will be focused on ways we can
give back to our community, both here in Manhattan and all
over the world. Each day, we will participate in "Reaching
Out” with different service projects. Two of these, Church
World Service Hygiene Kits and the Summer Backpack pro-

Below are itemms needed for those projects. ©)
We will also take monetary donationsto o
purchase items at a later date. Our goal
this year is to make 50 of each kit/
backpack. All donaticns can be dropped
off in the church office.

MiN
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OBirthdgys

Amnivesarics

Lauren Hamer Katie Barkley
Jean Weisbrod Tom Murray
Marilynn Mock Atina Hanna
Kathryn Mock Ilene Briggs
Dave Smit Craig Weston
Shai Buelow Eleanor Mankin
Sue Gerth

Jean Hill

Jim Sherow

Reid Jones

Angela Hubler

Evelyn Keller

Brent Maner

Rob Caffey

Nancy Westgate

Marc Johnson

James Dunnigan Jr.

Keenan Mock

Richard & Elisabeth Vanderlip

Tim & Sharon Keane

Chuck & Marsha Tannehill

Bernie & Jenny Lee Vaughn

Jim & Marilynn Mock

Jerry & Sharyl Reynard

Joe & Jean Ponte L ¢ 2
Kurt & Joanna Nelson

Leo & Joy Schell ‘l r
Jo Foy & Mary Ray v

Jeff & Hikaru Peterson

Charles & Carolyn Thompson

Dale & Anne Stearns

Bill & Jane Eberle

Jim & Marian Fuller

Craig & Tracey Weston

Jim Sherow & Bonnie Lynn-Sherow
Elliot & Shelia Stevens

DON'T FORGET!
Outdoor Worship, Blessing of the Animals, &
Potluck Picnic

Sunday, June 13, Long’s Park Shelter




