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And then... potato salad

A few years ago I attended the funeral of a friend who had
grown up in the northern Flint Hills in the tiny community of
Lillis, Kansas. He was going home for the last time. If you know
the place, you know that there is not much there these days except
the church and a historic gymnasium. (The Post Office closed in
1958.) Itis a typical church of its era—an ample limestone
structure, vaguely Romanesque in style. Across the road is the
graveyard. Alongside is a simple parish hall.

The church was filled that morning with his family, with
friends and colleagues who had come from the university
community and churches where he had served as a musician, and
with the church family of his childhood. Though he had been gone
from their midst for many years, he was from their parish, so they
were there for him at his end.

I don’t remember a lot about the service itself, but I certainly
remember what happened afterwards. As the service concluded,
just before they carried him out and across the [continued page 2]
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road, the priest announced that we were to proceed to the parish
house for lunch. “You are al// invited to be our guests for lunch
today. The people of this parish have prepared food for you, and
we will eat together.” There were a few hundred of us, and in
Lillis, there is no place nearby to run for extra food if things run
short. But nothing ran short that day. The casseroles and fried
chicken and homemade pies just kept coming.

I remember a sermon I heard decades ago, and though I don’t
remember its point, I remember one line: “Someday,” the preacher
said, “they will carry you out in a box, and put you in the ground,
and throw dirt in your face, and then, they will go back to the
church and eat potato salad.”

There are many ministries that a church community engages in
at the time of death, but none is more important than the potato
salad. The ministry of table hospitality that a congregation
provides to family and friends is a fundamental ministry of the
church. For those who have just come from the cemetery, or will
be going there yet that day, grief is raw and everything seems
strangely off-kilter. The ministry of potato salad offers a bit of
ordinary, normal space in which to begin the long journey of
healing. Going back to the church to eat potato salad matters.

Potato salad ministry is only possible because of a/l the
ministers of the church. We talk about how it is our Baptism that
makes us all ministers, but often that is not all that clear to the
casual observer. The ministry of potato salad is one place where
we practice that ministry to which we have been set apart in our
Baptism. Yes, we do it every week at The Second Helping, but
after the cemetery, it has a deeper resonance. This past week, we
engaged in that ministry of hospitality once again—and we could
not have done it without each other. Potato salad matters. If you
don’t believe me, pay attention next time. It’s one of those times
when, if you squint just right, you can catch a glimpse of the realm
of God.

Grace and Peace,

Ko™
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Sharing and Caring

Prayers and Concerns

Please call the church office for more information: 537-7006

Helping
e Need a ride to church? Contact one of our transportation

volunteers: Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, Jeff
Keller, or Mike & Martha Miller.

e Home Communion Visits The Deacons can arrange to
bring communion to your home on the first Sunday of each
month as we celebrate the sacrament in worship. Visits at
other times can be arranged with the pastor.

E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN IR ¢
If you wish to be added to the First M

Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please Vaane N
contact office@uccmanhattan.org
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Thank You

I would like to thank so many people from First Congregational
UCKC for the love and compassion you have extended to me,
Tammi, and our family throughout Tammi’s illness and the
funeral. First to Kent for the most incredible homily that so
captured the spirit and dedication of Tammi. Both Kent and Victor
Force were superb in sharing the real life and contributions of
Tammi with their own unique experiences with her.

I would also like to thank all of those who helped with the funeral
dinner. I have received many compliments on how good it was
and how great our church was in providing a comfortable and
friendly place to visit. Thanks to Judy Willingham as chairwoman
of the event. All of the others were superb: Virginia Bigbee and
Mary Lee Cochran for vegetables; Ann Smit, Joy Schell, Donna
Keyser and Sue Gerth for salads; Margery Bayer, Atina and Jerry
Hanna, Bonnie Lynn-Sherow, Martha Miller, Don Cannon, Judy
Ahrens, Gretchen Lewis, and Sharyl Reynard for desserts; Mike
and Martha Miller for set-up; and the Kitchen Crew of Judy
Willingham, Joy Schell, Mike and Martha Miller, Virginia Bigbee,
and Millie Schroeder. Thanks so much for surrounding our family
in the love of the still speaking God. My love to you all, Tom

Welcoming New Members
Katie Mason and Mel Hogan

a continuing series about new people in our church

Melanie “Mel” Hogan was raised in Silver City, New Mexico, and
has lived in Kansas for the last 7 years working in construction at
Fort Riley. She loves to travel and play Farmville (add her!).
Katherine “Katie”” Mason was born and raised in Kansas and
currently works as a barber at Fort Riley. She also has medical
assistant certification, acquired from WTIL. In her spare time she
also enjoys playing Farmville as well as cooking. Mel and Katie
have been happily together for 1% years. They have four dogs and
a loving life. They look forward to growing and changing at First
Congregational United Church of Christ.
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Regular Office Hours Resume

The Administrative office has returned to regular hours. The
office will normally be open from 9:00 A.M. to Noon and from
1:00 to 3:00 in the afternoon. You can always leave a message
on the answering machine at other times or send an e-mail.

Help Us Update the Directory

We plan to publish an updated directory in August, so if there are
changes in your e-mail, phone numbers, etc. the office needs to
know about it. Please use the form on page 11 to help us keep in
touch and up to date.

Recycling at Chuxrch!

In a “stewardship of the earth” effort to reduce our
carbon footprint, the Cobb Challenge group is now @
offering a recycling collection place at the church.

You can bring your recyclable items with you to

church and leave them at the collection point in the

eastern passage between the Sanctuary and Blachly

Hall. Please bring your things through Blachly Hall on Sunday
mornings.

Your items do not need to be sorted. However, they must be clean
so they do not create odors or attract pests. Plastic jugs, bottles,
and metal cans must be rinsed clean. (This may take two or three
rinses; an occasional greasy can or jug may better be thrown away
than cleaned.)

Thursday Evening BIBLE STUDY: Acts

The Thursday Evening Bible Study is currently taking up the Acts
of the Apostles—Luke’s sequel to his gospel. Some call it the
“Gospel of the Holy Spirit,” others “the history of the early
church.” Acts is filled with people and places and stories of how
the Jesus movement spread and grew. We meet Thursdays at 5:30
P.M. in Blachly Hall. Feel free to bring a brown bag supper or
snacks. Child care is available in the Nursery. We conclude by
6:45 P.M. so that you can attend the Taizé service if you wish
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It’s still summer, but plans are underway for the
annual fall kick-off of church activities.

FEAST &
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY

Y AUGUST 29
DINNER AT 5:00
FUN FOLL.OWS!

4 Tickets will go on sale on Sunday, August 8. Youth and
adults are $6 each, children ages 5-12 are $4 each, and
children under 5 are free.

<4 Menu: fried chicken, potato chips, baked beans,
Watergate salad, rolls, and Call Hall ice cream

<+ Invite a friend to “meet your church.” Complimentary
tickets are available for guests.

Christian Education

Sunday School Kick-Off August 29

Sunday School classes for all ages—
children, youth, and adults—will kick off
a new year of learning and growth on
Sunday, August 29, at 9:30 A.M. The
Kick-off Sunday will feature an
intergenerational gathering of fun and
learning. Invite a friend!
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Women of the Church

Worship and Church Volunteers

Lunch Bunch August 4

Women of the Church will host Lunch Bunch at CoCo Bolos (near
the corner of Bluemont and Manhattan Avenues in Aggieville) on

Wednesday, August 4. Everyone is welcome to join us for lunch
and fellowship at 11:30 A.M.

Fundraising — as simple as purchasing

$hop $mart Grocery Certificates
It's the easy way to make a donation to

the Church. Purchase your certificates

after worship to use when you buy

groceries. Buy the coupons at face value,

spend them like cash, and the church -
receives a donation. Certificates are _I
available for HyVee, Dillon’s, and Ray's.

HELP WANTED: Director of Christian Education

The director coordinates leadership of the educational ministries of
our congregation: Sunday School for children, youth and adults,
Extended Session, the Word for Children, and special events, such
as the Christmas Pageant. The position is % time, averaging 10
hour per week. We hope our next director will have experience
working with youth and/or adult education programs in a United
Church of Christ or other mainline Protestant setting. We would
like the next director to commit to serving at least two years.
Contact Dave Smit or Pastor Kent for a complete job description.

Have you remembered the church in your will?

page 7

August 1, 2010---------
Greeters.........oou........ volunteers needed
Scripture Reader ...... Victor Force

Word for Children... Ann Smit
Sanctuary Flowers ... Angela Hubler

Fellowship Hour ....... volunteers needed

Lawn Care................ Neil Dayton (August 1-7)
August 8, 2010----------
Greeters..................... volunteers needed
Scripture Reader ...... volunteers needed

Word for Children... Patty Brown Barnett
Sanctuary Flowers ... Martha Miller

Fellowship Hour ....... volunteers needed

Lawn Care................ Victor Force (August §-14)

August 15, 2010----------

Greeters..................... volunteers needed
Scripture Reader...... Diane Delauter

Word for Children... Sue Gerth

Sanctuary Flowers ... Judy Willingham
Fellowship Hour ....... volunteers needed

Lawn Care................ The Westons (August 15-21)

August 22, 2010-------

Greeter ...................... Judy Ahrens
Scripture Reader ...... volunteers needed
Word for Children... Gretchen Lewis
Sanctuary Flowers ... Martha Miller

Fellowship Hour ....... volunteers needed
Lawn Care................ The Westons (August 22-28)
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The Second Helping @S

The Second Helping is a local mission of First

Congregational UCC. It serves a hot meal

every Sunday evening and provides sack

breakfast and lunch items to each guest. To

volunteer, contact the office at office@uccmanhattan.org or 537-
7006.

August 1, 2010----------

Chief Cook................. Andy & Mary Ellen Barkley

Volunteers................. Ann Gleason, Neil Dayton, Michela Richter,
Gigi Cohen, Caren Knickelbine

Dessert............ccceeu. Dan Barnes, Wade Honey

August 8, 2010----------

Chief Cook................ volunteer needed

Volunteers................. Ann Gleason, Kathy Bleam

Dessert....................... volunteer needed

August 15, 2010--------

Chief Cook................ volunteer needed

Volunteers................. Ann Gleason, Caren Knickelbine

Dessert....................... volunteer needed

August 22, 2010---------

Chief Cook................ Ann Smit

Volunteers................. ESA Sorority

Dessert...................... Ann Smit
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Community News

X o 4 < Riley County
i Relay for Life

RELAY
FOR LIFE On August 6™ and 7", several
y member of our church will be
* H participating in the American
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life.
Church members walking this
year include Ann Gleason, Bill
Richter, and Linda Richter. We are raising money in advance of
the Relay, so visit with us at church and we will be glad to receive
your gifts. Checks should be made out to the “American Cancer
Society.”

For every contribution of $10 you may designate a luminary (some
decorated by Katya Richter) in memory of or in honor of a person
who has had cancer. These will be placed around the KSU
Stadium and participants will walk all night by their light. Please
help us fight this disease that has taken such a toll on our world.

— Linda Richter

Thanks for keeping your financial
commitment current throughout the
busy summer months.
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Directory Updates

We need your help to make the 2010 phone directory of members and
friends of First Congregational as accurate as possible. Please complete
this form and return it to the church office by August 10. If nothing has
changed from the 2009 directory, all you need to do is check that box at
the bottom. Before you forget, take a minute to fill out the form, and
either place it in the pocket on the office door or mail it to the church.
You may also call the office between 9:00 and 3:00 Monday-Friday, or
send a note to office@uccmanhattan.org.

Names:

Address:

Zip

Home #
Work #
Cell #

E-mails

Other Info: (birthdays, anniversaries, emergency contact)

D No changes from 2009 information
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 | 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:45 Service of Word & Sacrament 11:30 Lunch
Fill the Breadbasket Bunch ' 9:00 Crisis Center
12:00 Fellowship Hour 5:30 Bible " Meetin
_ : 7:00 Board Stud g
5:15 Second Helping Mecti udy '
cetings 7-:00 Taizé 6:00 Storytime
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:00 Cirisis Center
10:45 Service of the Word 5:30 Bible Meeting
12:00 Fellowship Hour 6:00 T )
, : 12:00 Newsletter ‘00 1rustees Study . .
5:15 Second Helping Deadline Meeting 7:00 Taizé 6:00 Storytime
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10-45 Service of the Word 5:30 Bible 9:00 ?\/r{isiS'Center
. Stud eeting
12:00 Fellowship Hour . o . ay _ ,
5:15 Second Helping 7:00 PELAG 6:00 Vlta.hty Team |7:00 Taize 6:00 Storytime
: 7:00 Cabinet
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00 Crisis Center
10:45 Service of the Word 5:30 Bible Meeting
12:00 Fellowship Hour 12:00 Newsletter Study
5:15 Second Helping Deadline 7-00 Taizé 6:00 Storytime
1 1 1 1 | )
29 30 31 i

&:30 Choir Rehearsal

9:30 Sunday School Kick-Off

10:45 Service of the Word
12:00 Fellowship Hour
5:00 Feast & Festival

August 2010




Birthdays

00N b B WD

Karen Latas

Corbin O’Grady

Sondra Visser
Justin Turner
Anne Stearns
Gracie Kim

Kent Cormack

Joe Koudele

Julie Gibson
Joseph MacDonald
Helen Toburen
Judy Willingham

Sarah Schroeder Jane Eberle

Carolyn Thompson

Luke Weisbrod
Joseph Ponte
David Vogel
Jeff Peterson

Kent Briggs

Jo Foy

Soren Peterson
Linda Hoag

Barbara Lanning

David & Chantel Vogel
Dale & Kelly Brown
Mike & Martha Miller
Jeff & Kerri Keller
Rob & Angela Hayes
Jim & Judy Ahrens

Jim & Gretchen Lewis
Bill & Linda Richter
R.C. & Melissa Jones

August 2010

Dates to Remember

August 1
August 4

August 9
August 11
August 17
August 18
August 22
August 29

Fill the Breadbasket

Lunch Bunch:
CoCo Bol.os

Board Meetings
Newsletter Deadline
Trustees Meeting
PFLAG Meeting
Vitality Team, Cabinet
Newsletter Deadline

Sunday School
Kick-Off

Feast & Festival




