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A Whole Year of Bible Study?!? 
 

 

 Disciple Bible Study is coming to First Congregational UCC 
later this month and I hope you will ponder whether it might be 
right for you. I first took Disciple when I was a teenager. Later, I 
had the opportunity to teach Disciple to one group in Dallas and 
two groups in Bloomington, Indiana. To say that I’m thrilled that 
Julie Hunt, Paul Hunt, and Sue Zschoche are going to be leading a 
class here would be an understatement.  
 Disciple is unique. Participants commit to studying the Bible 
together for an entire academic year. Our group will have its first 
meeting on Sunday, August 28th - an orientation. They will then 
continue through the entire school year, meeting every Sunday 
afternoon from 2:30-5:00pm. Childcare will be provided for those 
who need it. During their time together, the group will read over 
80% of the Bible. The weekly meetings will consist of time spent 
together in prayer, study, and a “visit” each week from a Bible 
scholar, who will provide important context and information via 
pre-recorded video.          [continued pg. 2] 
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 One of the most amazing things about Disciple is not just that it 

provides a solid foundation for Biblical study….but it also changes 

lives. I mean, truly, there’s no way to encounter the Bible this 

seriously without having your heart and mind opened, discovering 

new questions, and pondering your own choices and actions. The 

goal of Disciple is not JUST to familiarize participants with the 

Bible but also to encourage us to dig deeper and get in touch with 

the call to become disciples (followers) of Jesus.  

 Of course, the sheer number of hours spent together means that 

the group gets to know each other very well. I am still in touch 

regularly with some of the people from the class I taught in Dallas, 

almost 15 years ago! We shared laughter, tears, prayers, 

confessions, and vulnerable questions together. It made me feel 

connected to my church in a new and refreshing way. To say 

nothing of what I learned about the Bible! 

 If you think you might be interested, I hope you’ll mark your 

calendar for the two upcoming Information Meetings. They’ll be 

taking place right after worship on August 14th and 21st. By 

August 28th, we will need to know who is ready to make a 

commitment, since that’s the first meeting. In the meantime, if you 

have questions, you can talk to Paul, Julie, or Sue. They would be 

delighted to tell you more about why they are excited about 

Disciple and answer any questions you might have.  
 

 

 
 

Pastor Caela on Vacation 

Pastor Caela is on vacation through August 3rd and Fr. Funston is 
on call for any pastoral care needs that arise. She leaves again on 
Aug. 10th and will be back in the office on Aug. 16. During that 
time, Sean Weston is on call for us. If you have any urgent pastoral 
care needs, please be in touch with the office during the day or 
Stacy Shaffer after hours. 
 
E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN – If you wish to be added to the 
First Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please contact 
office@uccmanhattan.org.  It is a quick and easy way to stay up 
to date with your church family. 
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Sharing and Caring 

Prayers and Concern  

 For more information, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations 

 Congratulations and well-wishes to David Cassiday as he 

moves to Pennsylvania to begin a new job at Penn State.  
 

Thanks 

 My sincere appreciation for the prayers, well wishes, cards 
and flowers during my recovery. I especially want to thank 
Bill Pallet and Brent Maner for helping me with 2nd 
Helping tasks in July.  — Dale Stearns 
 

A correction:   Last month we congratulated Chloe Weston 

on her recent marriage. Chloe is using her wife’s surname, which 
is Jex. Continued best wishes to Kirsten and Chloe Jex! 
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Helping 

 Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 
volunteers: Jim/Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, or Jeff 
Keller.  

 Home Communion Visits  The Deacons can bring 
communion to your home on the first Sunday of the month.  
Visits at other times can be arranged with the pastor. 
 

From the Moderator 

 We're eight months into the year 2016 now and the Trustees 
have been hard at work in service to the church community.  But 
have you ever wondered what these men and women do?  I know 
that when I was asked to serve as a member of this group some 
years ago, I was surprised at the wide variety of tasks that came 
before us.  In short, the Trustees are entrusted with maintaining 
and overseeing the physical and financial resources of the 
church.  Wow!  That's quite a lot, especially when you consider 
that churches' physical plants are often complex, owing to the 
additive process that often describes church building projects over 
the course of many, many years. 
 In 1854, one of our community's earliest pioneers, Samuel D. 
Dyer, owned a general store locally and sent to Leavenworth for 
provisions, including whiskey.  He told Marsh Garret, his agent 
who was to make the trip, "If you see any preacher who will come 
and preach to us, bring him in place of the whiskey."  Garret did, 
indeed, find a preacher who was willing to brave the wilds of 
Manhattan and that individual was Reverend Charles E. Blood, our 
church's first pastor.  It is not recorded how the townspeople 
reacted to the loss of their expected libations but they were pleased 
with their new minister.  Our church's first service was held on 
April 22, 1855, and within two years church members had secured 
the land on which the church structure was to be built.  In 1859, it 
was completed, thanks to patrons back East, including Owen 
Lovejoy, Stephen A. Douglas, and Abraham Lincoln. 
 That first building is still a part of our facilities and there have 
been numerous additions to it through the years, all of which goes 
to say that the job of maintaining a structure that dates back to 
1858-1859 is considerable!  In my time as a Trustee, I remember 
clearly crawling through the attic tracing wiring and trying to 
figure out how best to change high placed light bulbs, catching bats 
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that had made their way into the building and reintroducing them 
to the beautiful world outside the confines of our church, and 
seeing to the many routine chores that need attention on a regular 
basis.  And, of course, there are many financial and building use 
aspects that the Trustees oversee.  The charge to this important 
committee is substantial and the importance of what they do for 
each of us is considerable!  It is a spirited group and they have fun 
executing their duties.  Steve Bishop's comments below provide 
more specificity as to what they do on a regular basis.  When next 
you see one of these folks, be sure to ask them for their thoughts 
and observations about this most important group and do give them 
a pat on the back for a job well done! 
   Alfred  

 
Spotlight: Board of Trustees 

 

 The Board of Trustees consists of a passionate group of nine 

members. This year Marilyn Mock, Knick Knicklebine, Kay 

Clarke, Donna Keyser, Tracy Weston, David Manning, Gina 

Davidson, our Secretary Jeff Keller, and myself, Steve Bishop as 

Presiding officer convene on the first Wednesday of every month 

alongside Dave Smit our ex-officio financial secretary and our 

wonderful Pastor Caela to sort out the month's agenda.  

 As a group we are charged with a broad range of duties, making 

sure that salaries are paid, expenses are tracked, gifts are accounted 

for and so forth. We hold supervisory roles over paid staff as well. 

The board of trustees is responsible for appointing a presiding 

officer for the stewardship committee to help aid in creating 

responsible stewards of the church. We vote to allow or disallow 

building use requests using our mission statement, our open and 

affirming statement all with the hopes that we further our 

congregation and community down the path towards a relationship 

with god.  

 The trustees see that our historic building functions in top shape 

for both church members and community groups that utilize the 

space. This has been the most challenging aspect I have 

encountered on the board. Balancing budgetary concerns with 

essential repairs coupled with some non essential but definitely 

needed upgrades throughout the year in a historic structure is really 

an eye opener.  (continued next page) 
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 But all in all we couldn't or wouldn't do it without the aid of 

many very special volunteers throughout our congregation. And 

that has been my favorite thing about the job as presiding officer. 

Getting to know all the folks who bring unique skill sets to the 

table to help accomplish our mission and goals is a real treat, and 

learning side by side with them is an experience that is unmatched 

in any singular profession. Every month I am humbled by the hard 

work and long hours devoted to lawn care, snow shoveling, 

keeping the building spotless, making minor repairs and 

scheduling some major ones. All to provide a space that is truly 

open to all that are open to peace.  

  Steve Bishop, Presiding Officer 
 

 

Lunch Bunch August 3 

Join the Women of the Church for Lunch Bunch on Wednesday, 

August 3 at Chili's (214 Ft. Riley Blvd.). It’s not 

for women only—everyone is welcome to join us 

for lunch at 11:30 a.m. (Find monthly Lunch 

Bunch locations by going to the church website at 

www.uccmanhattan.org and then clicking on Community 

Life/Events Calendar.) 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Sunday, August 21 we will have a Blessing of the Backpacks 

during worship. Children are invited to bring their backpacks (and 

little ones going to preschool might want to bring stuffed animals). 

We are thrilled that the Ministry of the Decorative Scissors is again 

providing the custom-made backpack trinkets for our children. 

"Big kids" and adults are welcome to bring along 

their briefcases, diaper bags, work uniforms or 

other items that represent their daily work in the 

world. We will also bless those who are returning 

to teaching – whether that’s in a college 

classroom, an elementary school, or at home with 

young children. 
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Garden Help Needed! 

We are planning to put up a real fence around the Common 

Table/Second Helping Garden—with an eye to keeping critters 

away from our fall planting.  This will be a 3-ft. hardware cloth 

fence with metal stakes.  The garden perimeter is about 110 ft.  

Can you help?  

  When:  Saturday, August 20, 8:00 AM 

  Where:  First Congregational Green Space 

  What do you need?  Gloves, hammers or mallets, pliers 

  What else?  Nothing--donuts, fruit, and drinks provided 

If you can help, please let Ann Smit know. 
 
 

Ministry of the Decorative Scissors 
The next retreat of the Ministry of the Decorative 
Scissors is from 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, August 
11 until 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 13, in 
Andover Hall. Everyone is welcome. There are 
no guarantees that you will complete any 
projects, but you will have fun and meet 
delightful people. Come for an hour or for the 

whole time! Feel free to bring a snack to share. For more 
information, contact Sue Gerth. 

 

 

Ready to Become a Member?  

On August 21st, we will welcome a new group of members who 
desire to join with us in covenant as the people of First 
Congregational United Church of Christ. If you are interested in 
membership and haven't yet had a chance to sit down with Pastor 
Caela to talk about what membership means and have your questions 
answered, please contact her (pastor@uccmanhattan.org) to set up an 
appointment. You can also learn more and fill out a new member 
information form at www.uccmanhattan.org/become-a-member. 
 
 
 

http://www.uccmanhattan.org/become-a-member
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Christian Education 

Welcome Andria! 

 We extend a warm welcome to our new Director of Children's 

Ministries, Andria Anderson. Andria begins her work with us on 

August 1st, and you may have already run into her on Sunday 

mornings as a guest during worship. Andria will join our staff and 

work with children in elementary school and younger. She will 

coordinate our childcare staff and provide meaningful 

opportunities for young children and their families to connect with 

the Holy and with the whole congregation. This position is part-

time, averaging about 10 hours per week. You can learn more 

about our children's ministries on our website 

 The committee that interviewed Andria was unanimous in our 

excitement about her candidacy. We were impressed with Andria's 

wisdom, generosity of spirit, intentionality, and authenticity. 

Andria has spent lots of time in churches and has been involved 

with children's ministries in the past. She is committed to our 

shared mission of loving unconditionally, challenging spiritually, 

and ministering fervently. 

 A word of introduction in her own words: 

"I am thrilled to have the opportunity to learn and grow 

here, as well as offer my gifts and passion in such a 

meaningful role in the ministry of First Congregational 

UCC. I currently volunteer with Sunflower CASA and Buy 

Nothing Manhattan, KS. I enjoy the companionship of my 

husband Ben, and the wonder 

of my 13 month old Layne. I 

have been very involved in 

other church communities, 

playing guitar for worship and 

developing an engaging 

children's ministry." 

 Welcome, Andria! We are so glad 

to have you with us and look 

forward to seeing where our shared 

ministry takes us! 
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Fall Adult Education Opportunities 

Adult Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
 

August 21 and August 28 
Two-week course "Introduction to the Quran" led by Pastor Caela. Join 
us as we learn about the origins of Islam's holy text, understand more 
about its similarities and difference to the Bible, and explore some of its 
contents. No book or reading required. Just join us at 9:30 a.m. in 
Pioneer-Blachly. 
 

September 4 
No Adult Sunday School due to Labor Day weekend. 
 

September 11 - October 9 
Join Sue Gerth and Rachel Mollie Martin for this five-week class on 
gender identity. 
 

October 16 - November 6 
Gayle Doll leads a study of Mary Pipher's bestselling book, Another 
Country: Navigating the Emotional Terrain of our Elders. If you would 
like the church office to order a copy of the book for you, please let us 
know by Oct. 10th. 
 

November 13 
Rabbi Moti Rieber, Executive Director of Kansas Interfaith Action, will 
join us in the pulpit and lead adult Sunday School. His adult Sunday 
School class will be on the topic of "The Recent Election Results - 
Reflections and Predictions." Kansas Interfaith Action is a statewide, 
multi-faith issue-advocacy organization that "puts faith into action" by 
educating, engaging and advocating on behalf of people of faith and the 
public regarding critical social, economic, and climate justice issues. 
  
November 20 
No Adult Sunday School due to Thanksgiving 
 

November 27 - December 18 
Dale Stearns will lead our Advent book study. Awaiting the Already: An 
Advent Journey through the Gospels takes us on a tour through the 
Gospel narratives, showing us what parts of the Christmas story come 
from which Gospel, and helps us to recognize that each Gospel writer 
invites us to encounter a fresh experience of the birth of Christ. If you'd 
like the church office to order a copy of the book for you, please let us 
know by Nov. 14th. 
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Cobb Corner — Going Green 

...And the turtles, of course, 
All turtles are free; 
As the turtles and maybe 
All creatures should be. 
        – Dr. Seuss (seen on a t-shirt) 
 
 Of course not all turtles are so lucky, but one organization that’s 
focused on our environment is Greenpeace. Leo Schell suggested I 
mention some specific organizations dealing with the environment, 
and this is an exceptional one. How so? Well, it’s rated a high 3 on 
a 4-point scale by Charity Navigators which is my filter for 
charities. Bonus: They concentrate on their mission rather than 
sending little checks, magnets, address labels and calendars! 
 I’ve supported Greenpeace since 1984 when our babysitter 
listed it as her sole bridal-registry request. In 1987, while on 
sabbatical in New Zealand, I was shocked to learn the Greenpeace 
ship, The Rainbow Warrior, was bombed by France while docked 
in New Zealand, killing two. Its crime: planning to obstruct the 
French nuclear-testing program near remote island communities. 
Most inhabitants had been evacuated but many would still suffer 
radiation sickness and have their livelihoods destroyed. 
 Seeing The Rainbow Warrior listing dramatically in the harbor 
with a banner overhead saying “You Can’t Sink a Rainbow” left an 
unforgettable impression . Over the years I’ve followed 
Greenpeace activities in the Arctic, thwarting whaling near Japan 
and Russia, highlighting trafficking and illegal logging in 
Indonesia and showing the world the deadly contaminants the U.S. 
left behind when it was forced to close its military bases in the 
Philippines. 
 In each instance, unlike some activist groups, Greenpeace 
insists on no violence or destruction of property, rather using 
global media of their exploits to protect them and highlight their 
issues. This year Peter Willcox, one of the leaders, published a 
fascinating and varied account of eleven campaigns in his book, 
Greenpeace Captain: My Adventures in Protecting the Planet. It is 
a mix of outrage, humor, incredible daring and steady planning. It 
is available at the public library. —  Linda Richter 
 

Share ideas for future Cobb columns with Linda Richter. 
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Name Tags = Hospitality  

As we prepare to welcome newcomers this fall, a quick reminder 

to please wear your name tag each Sunday during worship. Name 

tags help new people learn our names and faces quickly. They also 

make it easier for you to identify a new person when they are 

attending worship - and welcome them warmly! If you do not have 

a permanent name tag, please contact the church office to ask for 

one. When new name tags are made, they "debut" in the lobby area 

near the kitchen so you can find them easily. If you see a new 

person, please ask them if they'd like a name tag and let them 

know they can simply make a note of it in the attendance pad on 

Sunday morning. Another way you can greet our visitors warmly is 

to offer them a bag of popcorn and thank them for "popping in." 

The popcorn is located in the small table in the narthex (the entry 

off Poyntz). If you see families with young children, be sure to 

help them by showing them the pew cards with information about 

our children's ministries. And, as always, it's always lovely to offer 

to walk someone into coffee hour after worship, visit for a few 

minutes, and then introduce them to someone new. Thanks for 

making First Congregational UCC a warm and welcoming place 

for newcomers.  

 

 

 

Electronic giving 

Contributions can now be securely debited automatically from 

your checking or savings account. Our new electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and much-needed donation 

consistency for our congregation.  Collection basket offerings can 

fluctuate significantly from week to week due to travel, illness and 

other circumstances, but when contributions are automated, the 

church receives funds on a steady, uninterrupted basis.  To set up 

your electronic donation, ask treasurer Dave Smit for an 

authorization form or stop by the church office. 
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The Second Helping 
 Our Second Helping ministry continues to be a 
wonderful way in which our church extends its 
mission to the community of Manhattan.  We 
regularly serve 25-35 people each week.  Many of 
you have helped with this mission in a variety of 
ways, and that is much appreciated!   
 Currently we are hoping to add some more volunteers to our list 

of "regulars."  We are particularly in need of individuals who 

would be willing to serve as Head Cook and Church Host.  If you 

are interested in learning more about either of these positions, or 

volunteering in other ways, please contact Mary Ellen Barkley. 
 

 

 August 7, 2016         Chief Cook: Karen Franz 

  Dessert:  volunteer needed Church Host:  Pastor Caela 

  Volunteers: Manhattan Mennonite Church 

 

 August 14, 2016 Chief Cook: volunteer needed 

  Dessert: volunteer needed  Church Host: volunteer needed 

  Volunteers: 4 volunteers needed 

 

 August 21, 2016 Feast & Festival! 

  Church Host:  Mary Ellen Barkley 

  Volunteers: volunteers needed for lunches 

 

 August 28, 2016  Chief Cook: Bob Atchison 

  Dessert: volunteer needed Church Host: volunteer needed 

  Volunteers: Manhattan Mennonite Church 

 
 

Volunteer by going to  
uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups 
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Worship & Volunteers 

 

 

August 7, 2016            
  Greeters ......................  Jim & Julie Appino 
  Scripture Reader .......  Dona Sidorfsky 
  Word for Children ....  Pastor Caela 
  Communion Servers .  Dona Sidorfsky, Jonathan Mertz 
  Fellowship Hour ........  volunteer needed 
  Flowers .......................  Stephanie Reeck 
  Lawn Care  ................  volunteer needed (Aug 4-6) 

 
August 14, 2016              
  Greeters ......................  Mike & Martha Miller 
  Scripture Reader .......  volunteer needed 
  Word for Children ....  Pastor Caela 
  Fellowship Hour ........  volunteer needed 
  Flowers .......................  Barbara Withee 
  Lawn Care  ................  volunteer needed (Aug 11-13) 

 
August 21, 2016 

  Greeters ......................  April Mason, Jennifer Edwards 
  Scripture Reader .......  volunteer needed 
  Word for Children ....  Pastor Caela 
  Fellowship Hour ........  April Mason 
  Flowers .......................  volunteer needed 
  Lawn Care  ................  volunteer needed (Aug 18-20) 

 
August 28, 2016  
  Greeters ......................  volunteers needed 
  Scripture Reader .......  volunteer needed 
  Word for Children ....  Pastor Caela 
  Fellowship Hour ........  Donna Keyser & Millie Schroeder 
  Flowers .......................  Donna Keyser 
  Lawn Care  ................  volunteer needed (Aug 25-27) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: August 21st 

Blessing of the Backpacks & Covenant Celebration during worship 
Welcome Back to the Choir 

Sunday School for adults and kids begins at 9:30am  
Feast and Festival at 6:00pm 
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Connect with us during the week!  

 Did you know our church has a vital presence on social media? 

We currently have over 300 people following our church’s 

facebook page for updates about what’s happening in our 

community. Follow us at facebook.com/uccmanhattanks. You can 

find the same content on Twitter @UCCManhattan.  
 Additionally, if you are a regular attender or member, you’re 
invited to join our closed Facebook group - a place for dialogue 
and conversation with people you know.  Search for “First 
Congregational UCC Members and Friends” or ask a friend who is 
in the group to add you.  
 We also send out updates each Friday with  information about 
what’s coming up in our congregation. If you don’t already receive 
those updates, please send your e-mail address to Sandy at 
office@uccmanhattan or visit uccmanahttan.org/newsletters to sign 
up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:office@uccmanhattan
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Mission Statement 

 
The Mission of First Congregational United Church of Christ is 

 To love and accept others unconditionally as God loves and 
accepts us, and by example, to encourage others to do the 
same. 

 To challenge ourselves to grow spiritually through worship, 
education, nurture, reflection, discussion, fellowship, and 
outreach. 

 To minister to others locally, nationally, and globally with 
the same fervor as we minister to ourselves, through the 
sharing of our talents, gifts, and resources. 

We hold ourselves accountable before God for this mission  
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S u n d a y  M o n d a y  T u e s d a y  W e d n e s d a y  T h u r s d a y  F r i d a y  S a t u r d a y  

   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   
 1 

5:15 Yoga 
6:45 Timeless 
    A Cappella 
7:30 NA mtg 

2  
 
6:00 Living Positive 
 

3 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 
5:30  Mission 
7:00  Trustees 
7:00  AA meeting 

4 
 
7:00 Taizé 
8:00 NA mtg 

5 

 
 
7:30 NA mtg 

6 
 
  
 

7   
10:45  Worship & Communion 
            Fill the Breadbasket 
  6:00  Second Helping 
   
  

8   
 
5:15 Yoga 
6:45 Timeless 
    A Cappella 
7:30 NA mtg 
 

9 
 
 

10 
5:30  Deacons  
6:30 Christian Ed 
7:00 Vitality mtg  
7:00  AA meeting  
  
 

11 
 

7:00 Taizé 
8:00 NA mtg 

 

12 
 

7:30 NA mtg 
 
 

 

13 
 

14 Jazz Worship 
10:45  Worship  
  6:00  Second Helping 

15 
 

 

5:15 Yoga 
6:45 Timeless 
    A Cappella 
7:30 NA mtg 
 
 

16 
10:00 N.C.  
     Clergy Mtg. 
 

17 
 
7:00 Cabinet meeting 
7:00  AA meeting  
  
 

18  
 
 
7:00 Taizé 
8:00 NA mtg 
 

19     
 

7:30 NA mtg 
 

20 
 

 

21 Blessing of the Backpacks 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Sunday School 
10:45  Worship 
  6:00  Feast & Festival 

22  
5:15 Yoga 
6:45 Timeless 
    A Cappella 
7:30 NA mtg 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
7:00  AA meeting  

 

25    
 
 
7:00 Taizé  
8:00 NA mtg 

26     
5:00 Newsletter  
           Deadline 
7:30 NA mtg 

27      
 

28  
   8:30 Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Sunday School 
10:45  Worship  
  6:00  Second Helping 

29 
5:15 Yoga 
6:45 Timeless 
    A Cappella 
7:30 NA mtg 

30 
 

31 
 
7:00  AA meeting  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 August 2016 

Ministry of the Decorative Scissors 

Pastor Caela vacation thru Aug. 16 

Pastor Caela vacation thru Aug. 16 


