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Blessing of the Animals 

May 7, 2017, at 10:45 a.m. 

Welcome!  If you are worshipping with us for the first time, we hope that you 

will find God’s presence among us.  Your presence with us enriches our vision of 
the Body of Christ, and we give thanks that you have joined us today.  
Immediately following worship, we will share in a Fellowship Potluck Picnic.  

Even if you did not bring food, we hope you will stay and share in the meal with 
us.  If you have special needs, please let one of the ushers or greeters know.  
They will do their best to accommodate you in our outdoor setting. 

Pets are joining us today.  Because we will have many different animals 

worshipping with us, we ask that you be conscious of your pet and considerate 
of the other animals and people around you.  We expect joyful noise, but hope to 
avoid any unfriendly interaction! 
 

 

 

---- Assisting in Today’s Worship ---- 
Greeters: Keller Family 

Reading Scripture: TBA  Word for Children: Pastor Caela 

Fellowship Hour: Potluck Picnic  Lawn Care: Rachel Martin 

Communion Servers: Dean Kinderknecht, Stephanie Swank, Rachel Martin 
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 Gathering   in the presence of God 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome & Announcements  

 

Prelude  Robert Edwards, keyboard 
  

Called in God's Presence   
 One:  God, we assemble with all your creatures in this circle of life. 
 Many: We ask you to join our circle and celebrate with us. 
 One:  God, as we join in celebration with you and all creation, 
 Many: We ask for your blessing, your Shalom, on the creatures present 

here that we love, and all creatures celebrating in the wild. 
 One: In the name of God, who creates life, In the name of Jesus, who 

redeems life, and the name of the Spirit, who renews life, we cry with 
all in the circle of life: 

 Many: Shalom! May your blessing come! 
 

   

 Hymn (See pages 10-11.) 

 “Creative God, You Spread the Earth” Kingsfold 
 

 Indicates all who are able, please stand. 
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Confession    

 We hold the animal we love and place our hand on his or her body as we 
give thanks. 

 One:  God, for all the animals in this wide world, 
 Many: We thank you and bless your name. 
 One:  God, for all the fun and friendship we have with animals, 
 Many: We thank you and bless your name. 
 One: God, for all the times we have hurt or neglected animals, 
 Many: We are sorry. 
 One: God, for all the times we have used poisons that have killed animals, 
 Many: We are sorry. 
   One:  God, for all the times we have destroyed the homes of animals in the 

forests, oceans or fields, 
 Many: We are sorry. 
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 (Silence is kept for individual reflection and confession) 

 Leader: …through Jesus Christ our Ruler and Savior. 
 Many: Amen. 
 

 Words of Assurance 

 One: God hears our confession and forgives us for our sins against the 
creatures of the earth. 

 Many: May the animals of Earth be our companions in life and lead us to 
celebrate our place in the circle of life. Amen. 

      

Exchanging the Peace 

 One:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 

As a sign of our reconciliation, please greet those around you  
with words such as: “Peace be with you. / And also with you.” 
 

 Act of Praise                    (all join in singing Hymn #85) 

  “I Woke Up This Morning”   
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus, 
Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus, 
Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus, 

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah. 
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus, 
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus, 
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus, 
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah. 
 
 
 

 Listening  for our Still-speaking God 

Word for Children and Blessing of the Animals 
 

Scripture Lesson (See pages 8-9.) TBA 
 Psalm 23 (Read responsively; all join in singing the refrain as indicated by the 

symbol R.) 
 John 10:1-10 
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The Word in Music       Chancel Choir 
 “Let All Things Now Living”  Welsh folk melody 
 

Sermon Rev. Caela Simmons Wood 
  “Praying in the Valley”   

 
 
 

 Responding    in hope and thanksgiving 

Offertory Sentence    
 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY  
 

Doxology  

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heav’nly host: 
 Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

The Service of Sacred Communion 

This is the table of Christ, not of this church. All are welcome and encouraged to 

join in the sharing of communion at Christ's Table, regardless of age or tradition, 

for this is the meal which binds all of us, different as we are, together. 

We will commune by intinction (dipping the bread in the cup) at the front of the 

church. The ushers will direct you. If you would rather remain seated, please let an 

usher know and we will bring the elements to you. The bread served is gluten free 

and the cup contains grape juice.  

As you come forward, you are invited to "fill the breadbasket." The gifts shared 

support the work of The Second Helping ministry of this church. 
 

 The Invitation to the Table 

 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 One: May the God of green pastures be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 
 One: Beloved, still your hearts before God. 
 Many: We open them to the One who fills them with living water. 
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 One: Children of God, give thanks for the sake of God’s name. 
 Many: Our praise is continually offered to our Heart, our Shepherd, and 

our Savior. 
 One: Imaginative Shepherd, into the bitterness of chaos, you poured pools 

of living water; into the cracks of nothingness, you filtered dirt, seeds, 
nutrients so lush pastures of life might emerge;  

 One: you carved paths of beauty and wonder for those who bear your 
name and image to walk, but we longed to follow sin and death all the 
days of our life, and so turned away from you.  

 One: You gave your rod and staff to prophets, trusting that their words 
might anoint us with healing, yet we only found comfort in eduction’s 
all-too-false promises.  

 Many: So, in the presence of these enemies we did not recognize, you sent 
Jesus, to be that grace and hope which we needed, even if we didn’t 
want them. 

 One: With those assembled in this place and time, with those whose love is 
shown in their actions, we gather as your people, singing your praise 
and our thanksgiving: 

 Many: Holy, holy, holy are you, Good Shepherd of all peoples. Still waters, 
green pastures, sparkling stars join all creation in praising you. 
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comforts us. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

 One: You are holy, yet compassionate, God of our hearts, and your good 
shepherd, Jesus, comes to save us. When we would wander the 
deserts of sin, he leads us to the green pastures of grace. When we 
turn down the wrong road towards foolishness, he takes our hands to 
show us the right path. When we are tossed about by life, he brings us 
to the still waters of your gentleness. 

 One: Walking through the darkest valley, he surrendered to the cold 
embrace of death, until you brought him out of the grave, anointing 
him with the oil of resurrection. As we would join goodness and 
mercy in following the Good Shepherd all the days of our lives, we 
celebrate that mystery we call faith: 

 Many: Christ died, walking through death’s valley; Christ was raised, the 
Good Shepherd of us all; Christ will come, to bring all into the one 
flock of God. 

 One: You have prepared this table for us, anointing the bread and the cup, 
as well as all your people, with the Holy Spirit. May this bread which 
is broken be our healing and strength, 
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 Many: so we walk the valleys with confidence and strength, guiding others 
down the paths of healing and hope. 

 One: As we are anointed with the cup’s grace, may we bring comfort to the 
lonely 

 Many: fill the hungry with nourishing food, shower them with goodness 
and mercy. And when there are no more shadows around us, when 
you gather us around the Table prepared for us in eternity, we will 
join all from every time and place, singing your praises with glad 
voices, God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 

 

Sharing Gifts of Food and Communion  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
You are invited to share your joy or concern aloud. If you would prefer to have 

Caela read your prayer aloud, please use one of the cards located at the back of 

the Sanctuary. 

We respond: Merciful God....hear our prayer. 

Each week, we hold a few of our members in prayer, working our way through the 

entire membership over the course of a year. This week, we hold the following 

people in prayer: Courtney Keith, Eddie and Elliott; Carrie Lewis; Evelyn Keller. 

 

PRAYER OF JESUS (said in unison)  

“Our Father” is the traditional way this prayer begins.  For many, however, the 
traditional language is a hindrance to the intimacy of their relationship with God.  
You are invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Mother, 
Father, Creator, God, Friend, etc,). Together, our names for God will create a 
beautiful chorus reaching out to the Holy. 

 Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come.   
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 Going Forth    to be messengers of good news 

 Hymn (See page 12.) 

  “My Shepherd Is the Living God”  Consolation 
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 Charge and Benediction   
 

 Congregational Choral Benediction     (Sung two times) 
 “Let Us Live in the Light” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 10: 1-10 Jesus the Good Shepherd 
10 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but 
they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus 
used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and 
go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 



 9 

Psalm 23 
 

 
 

 
First Congregational UCC, Manhattan—an Open and Affirming Congregation 

In the spirit of love, openness, and inclusiveness we welcome persons of every race, culture, 

nationality, age, family configuration, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, physical or 

mental ability, and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of our church’s life 

and ministry.  –from Open and Affirming Statement adopted May 11, 2003 

The Mission of First Congregational United Church of Christ is 

 To love and accept others unconditionally as God loves and accepts us, and 

by example, to encourage others to do the same. 

 To challenge ourselves to grow spiritually through worship, education, 

nurture, reflection, discussion, fellowship, and outreach. 

 To minister to others locally, nationally, and globally with the same fervor 

as we minister to ourselves, through the sharing of our talents, gifts, and 

resources. 

We hold ourselves accountable before God for this mission statement. 
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Creative God, You Spread the Earth     Kingsfold  
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Take time for Taizé 

Join us on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. for Taizé Worship.  

Taizé is a 30 minute service of singing, scripture, prayer and 

silence based on the pattern of worship in use at the ecumenical 

community at Taizé, France.  
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My Shepherd Is The Living God 
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Join us on Facebook at 

    facebook.com/uccmanhattanks 

“Let us Live in the Light” words and music by Barbara Hamm © 2002 Abingdon Press.  

“Creative God, You Spread the Earth” words by Ruth Duck, 1991; music traditional English melody; harm. 

Ralph Vaughan Williams © 1992 GIA Publications.  

“My Shepherd Is the Living God”  

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A710121. 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 7—OUTDOOR WORSHIP AT LONG'S PARK 
 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 10:45 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament (at Long's Park) 
  Fill the breadbasket 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 1:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study, Conference Room 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Group: game night 
 6:00 p.m. Second Helping 

MONDAY, MAY 8 
 4:30 p.m. Staff meeting, Conference Room 
 5:15 p.m. Yoga, Andover Hall 
 6:45 p.m. Timeless A Cappella, Andover Hall 
 7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Art Room 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10 
 6:30 p.m. Board of Christian Education meeting, Blachly Hall 
 7:00 p.m. Vitality & Outreach meeting, Conference Room 
  Turning Point AA meeting, Andover Hall 

THURSDAY, MAY 11 
 7:00 p.m. Taizé Service, Pioneer Hall 
 8:00 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Art Room 

FRIDAY, MAY 12 
 7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Art Room 

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 14 
 8:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 10:45 a.m. Service of Word  
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 1:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study, Andover Hall 
 6:00 p.m. Second Helping 
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Ecumenical Campus Ministry at Kansas State University is a cooperative ministry 
supported by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the United Church of Christ, and the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). For more information on ECM’s activities and schedules, please visit 
us on Facebook (ECM at K-State) or at www.ksu.edu/ecm. 

 

Coming up in May – Kansas Interfaith Action (KIFA) Annual Dinner at 

the Temple Beth Shalom in Topeka on May 23 with Sister Simone Campbell, 
from Nuns of the Bus.  Information about tickets for KIFA’s annual fundraiser in 
on their website (kansasinterfaithaction.org) and Facebook page.  
 

Sunday School News 

     The final day of Sunday School for children, youth, and adults this semester is 
May 21st. 

April 23, 30, May 14, 21 (four weeks) - adult Sunday School at 9:30am. 
Faith through the Seasons with Sean Weston. Each season of life brings 
different questions of faith, meaning, and understanding our place in the 
world. At every age, there are amazing opportunities for growth and tough 
challenges. This four week series starting April 23, led by Sean Weston, will 
explore the questions and struggles people face on their faith journeys in each 
decade of life. Based on the experiences of those who participate as well as 
research on faith development, we will seek to be strengthened in our faith 
journeys and grow in our understandings of ourselves and people of all ages. 

 

Monday, May 22 at 7pm in the Conference Room 

“Telling Your Faith Story” Workshop 

Do you feel awkward when faith comes up in conversation? Do you struggle to find 
the “right” words? Are you worried about coming across badly? You’re not alone. 
But telling our stories is powerful, and you never know how your story will help 
somebody else. To help each other discover, explore, and share our stories, Sean 
Weston will be hosting two stand-alone “Telling Your Faith Story” workshops. 
We’ll explore our own stories and learn how to share them with others, either in 15 
seconds or in long conversation. 
 
 
 
 

Strengthen the Church 

Special Offering May 21 

 

http://www.ksu.edu/ecm
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White Memorial Camp Scholarships for Children and Youth 
 

 White Memorial Camp, a United Church of Christ affiliated camp just north of 
Council Grove provides wonderful summer camp experiences for children, 
youth and families. Please use the link from our Church's website to learn about 
White Memorial Camp at www.uccmanhattan.org/white-memorial-camp.html. 
 The Board of Christian Education is pleased to make scholarships available for 
children and youth to attend White Memorial Camp. The scholarships are up to 
50% of the registration cost, depending on available funds and the number of 
requests. Requests for camp scholarships should be made to Sandy in the Church 
office. Campers registering by 
May 5th save $50 on the 
registration cost. Campers 
registering by June 2nd save $25 
on the registration cost. Make your 
summer camp plans. You can 
register online. 
 

Christian Education Recognition - Sunday, May 21st during worship 

As another school year comes to an end, we will be recognizing people of all ages 
who participated in our Christian Education ministries this past year. We'll have 
a chance to thank our teachers, recognize our learners, celebrate graduation for 
the Disciple Bible Study, and present Bibles to our upper-elementary students. 
Join us! 
 

Graduate Recognition –  The Graduation season is upon 

us, and we would like to recognize all our graduates. If you are 
graduating or have a family member who is soon to be a graduate—
high school, college, technical college, graduate school, or any other—please let 
the office know soon so that we may properly honor our 2016 graduates. We 
would like to feature the accomplishments of our graduates in the June church 
newsletter, so information in writing would be very helpful. Drop off 
information at the church office or e-mail it to office@uccmanhattan.org. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uccmanhattan.org/white-memorial-camp.html
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