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January 4, 2026, at 10:45 A.M. 

 
Welcome! If you are worshiping with us for the first time, we hope that you will find God’s 
presence among us. Your presence with us enriches our vision of the Body of Christ, and we 
give thanks that you have joined us today. We hope you'll sign in using either the black pew 
pads or our Connect Card at uccmanhattan.org/connect.  Immediately following worship, 
we hope you'll join us for conversation or just stay put in the Zoom room if you're 
worshiping online. We look forward to greeting you there. If you have questions, please ask. 

If you need accommodations, please let the usher know. Hearing assist devices, 
wheelchairs, and walkers are available. If you need to step out of the service for any 
reason, we can set up a tablet where you can continue watching the service from the 
lobby. The elevator provides access to all three floors of the building. Diaper changing 
stations are located in both restrooms on the main floor. Our lower level has wheelchair-
accessible, all-gender restrooms. 

Children are welcome in worship (and we know they may need to wiggle!). Please 
reach out to Brandy McDonald (brandy@uccmanhattan.org) if you have questions about 
children's ministries. You may visit our website for information about Sunday School for 
children and adults during the school year.    

 

 

WiFi password for FCUCC guest: 

YouAreLoved 
 

Our service is recorded so we can share it with those who may have missed worship today. If you 
are present in the sanctuary, you may be included in this recording. Please contact one of the 
pastors for more information. 
 
 

---- Assisting in Today’s Worship ---- 
 

Sanctuary Greeter: Julie Appino  Word for Children: Brandy McDonald 

Fellowship Host: Mechelle Martinez  Reading Scripture: Rachel Whetstone 

Tech Team: David Simmons Wood  Zoom Sharer: TBA 
 
 

mailto:brandy@uccmanhattan.org


  

 

3 

 Gathering   in the presence of God 

Gathering Music Tower Chimes 
 

Welcome  

 

Centering Music  Alicia Santee-Davis, piano 
 “The Old Year Now Has Passed Away” Bach 
 

Called into God's Presence     
 One:  We come this day, Precious God, 

as people in need of your steadfast love: 
 Many: with you is the fountain of life; 

in your Light we see light. 
 One:  We gather this day, Water-changing God, 

as people looking for signs: 
 Many: with you is the fountain of life; 

in your Light we see light. 
 One:  We worship this day, Gifting God, 

as people who confess Jesus as our Lord: 
 Many: with you is the fountain of life; 

in your Light we see light. 
Thom Shuman 

 

 Hymn 12 (The New Century Hymnal located in pew backs.)  

  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  Ellacombe 
 

 Indicates all who are able, please stand.  
 

 Affirmation of Faith   Open and Affirming Statement 

 We affirm that: 
  Every person has equal worth as a special and unique creation made 

in God’s image; 
That in the spirit of love, openness, and inclusiveness we welcome 
persons of every race, culture, nationality, age, family configuration, 
gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, physical or mental 
ability and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects 
of our church’s life and ministry. 
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  That as agents of reconciliation and wholeness, we embrace justice 
and seek to support and offer sanctuary to all who suffer 
discrimination or who are disenfranchised from the community, 
and pledge ourselves to be a wellspring of faith for a diverse people 
in the heart of this community; 
That in the light of the Gospel we will strive to comprehend and 
continue to appreciate more fully our differences and gifts; 
That through grace, our love for God and neighbor may flourish. 

 

Exchanging the Peace     

 One:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
 Many: And also with you. 

As a sign of our reconciliation, please greet those around you with words such 

as: “Peace be with you. / And also with you.” If you are worshiping online, 

you can use the chat feature in Zoom. Please be mindful of other people's 

preferences about physical contact. If you prefer not to shake hands, you can 

let others around you know by pressing your palms together in front of your 

heart (as if in prayer). 
 
 
 

 Listening  for our Still-speaking God 

Word for Children Brandy McDonald 
 

Children ages 3-1st grade are welcome to attend Kids Worship after the Word for 
Children. Children are walked up by staff/volunteer.  
 

Scripture Lesson Rachel Whetstone 
 Psalm 104:24-31 (Page 690 in The New Century Hymnal read responsively; all join 

in singing the refrain as indicated by the symbol R.) 

 John 2:1-11 (Second Testament page 88 in the pew Bible) 

 

Sermon  Rev. Caela Simmons Wood 
  “John's Search for Meaning” 
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 Responding    in hope and thanksgiving 

Offertory Sentence    
 

Prefer to make an electronic contribution? Scan the QR Code at right with 

the camera on your smartphone to be taken directly to our donate page or 

visit uccmanhattan.org/giving to learn how to set up automatic giving. Thank 

you for being a part of our ministry. 

 

 Offertory   Choir 

  “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy” Lee Dengler 
 

Doxology  

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above, ye heav’nly host: 
 Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
You are invited to type your prayers into the chat. 
We respond: Merciful God....hear our prayer. 
 

PRAYER OF JESUS (said in unison)  

You are invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Mother, 
Father, Creator, God, Friend, Holy One, etc.). Together, our names for God will 
create a beautiful chorus reaching out to the Holy.  
  Our Mother, who is in heaven and within us, 

we call upon your names. 
 Your wisdom come. Your will be done,  

in all the spaces in which you dwell. 
 Give us each day sustenance and perseverance. 
 Remind us of our limits as we give grace to the limits of others. 
 Separate us from the temptation of empire,  

and deliver us into community. 
 For you are the dwelling place within us, 

the empowerment around us, and the celebration among us,  
now and forever.  
Amen. 

A womanist version of the prayer by the Rev. Yolanda Norton, 

used at Grace Cathedral for the Beyonce Mass. 
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 Going Forth    to be messengers of good news 

 Hymn 163 (The New Century Hymnal located in pew backs.) 

  “Many Are the Lightbeams”  Lightbeam 
 

Sharing Opportunities to Love Unconditionally. 

Challenge Spiritually. Minister Fervently. 

 

New to First Congregational? We’d love to meet you. Use the QR code at right  
to complete a Connect Card. 
 

 Charge and Benediction   

 

 Congregational Choral Benediction      

  “On Eagle’s Wings” (Refrain) 

   And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings. 
Bear you on the breath of dawn. 
Make you to shine like the sun. 
And hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

Words and music by Michael Joncas 

Postlude Mary Ellen Sutton, organ 
 “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”  Buxtehude 
 

Permission to print the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-710121. 
Liturgy by (Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

  

First Congregational UCC, Manhattan—an Open and Affirming Congregation 

In the spirit of love, openness, and inclusiveness we welcome persons of every race, culture, 

nationality, age, family configuration, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, physical or 

mental ability, and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of our church’s life 

and ministry.  –from Open and Affirming Statement adopted May 11, 2003 

The Mission of First Congregational United Church of Christ is 
• To love and accept others unconditionally as God loves and accepts us, and by example, to 

encourage others to do the same. 

• To challenge ourselves to grow spiritually through worship, education, nurture, reflection, 

discussion, fellowship, and outreach. 

• To minister to others locally, nationally, and globally with the same fervor as we minister to 

ourselves, through the sharing of our talents, gifts, and resources. 

We hold ourselves accountable before God for this mission statement. 
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Join us on Facebook at 

    facebook.com/uccmanhattanks 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 
 8:30 a.m. Choir practice 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:45 a.m. Service of the Word 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 
 11:30 a.m. Book Study, Zoom   

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 
 12:00 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall 
 2:00 p.m. Downtown Faith Collective, Pioneer Hall 
 6:30 p.m. Board of Justice & Witness meeting, Zoom 
 7:00 p.m. Board of Facilities meeting, Blachly Room 
 7:00 p.m. Turning Point AA meeting, Andover Hall 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 – OFFICE REMOTE 
 7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 – OFFICE REMOTE 
 7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 
 10:00 a.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Conference Room 

NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 
 8:30 a.m. Choir practice 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:45 a.m. Service of the Word 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour 
 

Ecumenical Campus Ministry at Kansas State University is a cooperative ministry supported by the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). For more information on ECM’s activities and schedules, please 
visit us on Facebook (ECM at K-State) or at www.ksu.edu/ecm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take time for Taizé 

Join us on the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. for 

Taizé Worship.  Taizé is a 30-minute service of singing, 

scripture, prayer and silence based on the pattern of worship in 

use at the ecumenical community at Taizé, France.  

 

http://www.ksu.edu/ecm
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Generosity Spotlight – This week we give thanks for.... 

the Board of Christian Education. This group works year-round to provide 
opportunities for faith formation for people of all ages. Partnering with Brandy, Sue, 
and Jess, they plan and lead Sunday School for adults and kids, our youth 
ministries, the Tuesday book group and more. They are so very intentional about 
the opportunities they provide and we're all the beneficiaries.  
Thank you for Being the Church! 
 

Volunteers for Sunday, January 18 

Greeter: Eiselein family 
Reading Scripture: Eiselein family 
Fellowship Host: Eiselein family 
Zoom Screen Sharer: TBA 
Tech Team: David Simmons Wood 
 

Congregational Meeting – We have our January Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, Jan. 25. Join us in-person or in the same Zoom room we use for worship.  
You'll find that link at (http://www.uccmanhattan.org/online). All are welcome 
to attend and members will also be invited to vote. We will be receiving the 2025 
annual report and approving the final budget for 2026.  
    We will also be blessing our church leaders on Jan. 25 during worship. Join us 
to help thank those who have been serving and to bless those who are beginning 
their service for 2026. 
 

Blessing Box – Many of our neighbors in Manhattan experience food 
insecurity, which means that there is not always enough food on their tables, or 
they are unsure of when or how they will eat again. You can help our community 
by helping to fill the Blessing Box, located on the west side of the entrance to the 
parking lot to the First Congregational Church, 700 Poyntz Avenue. It’s easy to 
contribute: just pick up a few extra cans of soup, instant noodles, or other easy-
to-prepare foods like peanut butter, crackers, and energy bars, and drop them off 
directly into the box. If it’s full, and the Church Office is open, you can bring the 
food inside and someone else will add your donations later. The needs are real, 
and continue year-round; the box is often empty within 60 minutes of being 
filled. Please help us keep the Blessing Box filled, and thank you for your concern 
for your Manhattan neighbors! 
 
 

Visit 
uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups 

to volunteer. 

http://www.uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups.html
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KIFA Rally Jan. 14th – Join KIFA and nearly a dozen co-sponsoring 

organizations in Topeka at the Capitol Rotunda for a gathering centered on a 
simple truth: every person deserves access to the basic necessities that allow 
them to live with dignity. Together, we’ll raise our voices to affirm that housing, 
healthcare, education, safety, and economic security aren’t privileges—they are 
human rights. We stand in solidarity with our immigrant neighbors, the queer 
community and everyone marginalized by these harmful policies. 
    Date: January 14th 
    Time: 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
    Location: Topeka, Kansas State Capitol Rotunda, 300 SW 10th Avenue, Topeka 
 
This rally will bring together community members, advocates, and organizations 
committed to building a future where everyone’s fundamental needs are met. 
Expect inspiring speakers, shared stories, and a collective call for policies that 
uphold the well-being of all. Your presence matters. Stand with us and help 
amplify the message that caring for people is the foundation of a just society. 
 

Office Hours Are Changing – Beginning in January, the office hours will 
CHANGE. Sandy will be working remotely on Thursdays and Fridays and the 
physical office will not be open. If you have any questions, please let Pastor 
Caela know. 
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700 Poyntz Avenue 

Manhattan, Kansas 66502  
telephone 785-537-7006  

 www.uccmanhattan.org 
 

 
The Rev. Caela Simmons Wood, Pastor   Gretchen Lewis, Music Coordinator 
 Janet George, Moderator   Mary Ellen Sutton, Organist 
 Sue Zschoche, Pastoral Associate   Alicia Santee-Davis, Pianist 
 Brandy McDonald, Director of Children’s Ministries   Brent Maner, Treasurer 
 Jess Hemmer, Director of Youth Ministries   Jeff Keller, Financial Secretary 

 Sandy Nelson, Administrative Assistant   Campus Pastor, vacant 
 

January 11, 2026 • The Baptism of Christ 
“Possibilities Unfolding” • Matthew 3:13-17   
 

The sacrament of baptism is still so shrouded in mystery and misunderstanding. In conversations with families, I often 
discover the desire to have their child baptized is rooted in an expectation to carry on a tradition. 

Baptism, though, is a rite not a tradition. It’s a moment where a child is claimed as Christ’s own. It’s a moment where family 
— both blood and spiritual — make a commitment, promising to raise the child in the faith. And in that moment that I hold 
the child in my arms, there is a holy, fleeting second where I realize only God knows the future. It is only God that holds the 
possibilities born at the font that will keep unfolding for the child till the day their last breath is taken.  

Yet after the water is sprinkled on a child’s forehead, the excitement of these God possibilities is pushed aside for a slice of 
the celebratory cake and photo ops with the newly baptized.  

What does it take for us to remember our baptismal identities as Christ’s own? How would that identify then shape our 
lives?  

Thomas Merton, a 20th-century Catholic monk, addressed unfolding possibilities in a letter he wrote to a young mission 
worker who had become cynical and jaded. First, Merton urged the mission worker to stop relying on a job for fulfillment 
and to shape one’s identity. This is only the world’s way of trying to fend off a despairing sense of “nothingness.”  

Rather Merton advised that, “All the good that you will do will come not from you but the fact that you have allowed 
yourself, in obedience to faith, to be used by God’s love.” 

Once we truly allow God to use our lives, the need to prove our worth disappears. We are set free to be our authentic 
selves, allowing God’s power to work through us.  

“The big results are not in your hands, but they suddenly happen. There is no point in building our lives on personal 
satisfaction,” said Merton.  

Through the waters of baptism, we are claimed as Christ’s own. But the question remains to be answered: Do our lives 
reflect who we belong to? Are the possibilities unfolding before us truly God possibilities? 

God, we know Your plans for us are higher and better than we could ever imagine. We want to die to self and live for You. 
We want to claim our identities as Christ’s own. Give us the strength to do so. Help us to let go of our tight group on who 
we think we are or who we wish to be. May we surrender completely to Your will, so that all Your beautiful possibilities 
might be revealed. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for the United Church of Christ and author of today’s back page.) 

http://www.uccmanhattan.org/

