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“Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”
- Matthew 6:21
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OCTOBER 4, 2026, AT 10:45 A.M.

Welcome! If you are worshiping with us for the first time, we hope that you will find God’s
presence among us. Your presence with us enriches our vision of the Body of Christ, and we
give thanks that you have joined us today. We hope you'll sign in using either the black pew
pads or our Connect Card at uccmanhattan.org/connect. Immediately following worship,
we hope you'll join us for conversation or just stay put in the Zoom room if you're
worshiping online. We look forward to greeting you there. If you have questions, please ask.

If you need accommodations, please let the usher know. Hearing assist devices,
wheelchairs, and walkers are available. If you need to step out of the service for any
reason, we can set up a tablet where you can continue watching the service from the
lobby. The elevator provides access to all three floors of the building. Diaper changing
stations are located in both restrooms on the main floor. Our lower level has wheelchair-
accessible, all-gender restrooms.

Children are welcome in worship (and we know they may need to wiggle!). Please
reach out to Brandy McDonald (brandy@uccmanhattan.org) if you have questions about
children's ministries. You may visit our website for information about Sunday School for
children and adults during the school year.

WiFi password for FCUCC guest:
YouAreLoved

Our service is recorded so we can share it with those who may have missed worship today. If you
are present in the sanctuary, you may be included in this recording. Please contact one of the
pastors for more information.

---- Assisting in Today’s Worship ----

Sanctuary Greeter: Jack Sytsma Word for Children: Pastor Caela
Screen Sharer: Jack Sytsma Reading Scripture: Jim Lewis
Tech Team: Rich Williams, Mobina Golmohammadi  Fellowship Host: Kerri Keller


mailto:brandy@uccmanhattan.org

) GA THERING in the presence of God

GATHERING MusIC Tower Chimes

WELCOME

CENTERING MusiIc Mary Ellen Sutton, organ
“ Arioso” Wagner

If you have a prayer you'd like shared aloud during Prayers of the Church, you may
write your prayer on one of the blue cards found in the pew backs. Please place your
completed card in the offering plates when they are passed.

CALLED INTO GOD'S PRESENCE
One: The world offers us “wisdom” about what is important.
Many: We seek God’s wisdom.
One: The world says bigger and wealthier is always better.
Many: We want to invest in God’s beloved community.
One: The world tries to seduce our hearts.
Many: We offer our hearts to God.

One: Come, let us worship the one who welcomes us with open arms.
Adapted from Rev. Amber Neuroth

+ HYMN 451 (The New Century Hymnal)
“Be Now My Vision” Slane

+ Indicates all who are able, please stand.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: It can be tempting to think that more is always better. We can be
swayed by what the world says is “good” and “enough.” And as we
consider our gifts during stewardship season we might even feel
guilty if we don’t have that “perfect” amount to share.

Many: God of Spirit and Truth, we confess that the wealth and power look
pretty shiny sometimes. We want to reach out for them. We are
afraid of scarcity. Forgive us and fill our hearts with your generous
love. Remind us of the abundance of your spirit. Amen.



WORDS OF ASSURANCE
One: Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor
the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who
love God.”
Many: Be assured that God’s love for us is beyond our comprehension, and

that God will not rest until we live without fear.
Adapted from the Rev. Amber Neuroth

+ EXCHANGING THE PEACE

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.

Many: And also with you.
As a sign of our reconciliation, please greet those around you with words such
as: “Peace be with you. / And also with you.” If you are worshiping online,
you can use the chat feature in Zoom. Please be mindful of other people's
preferences about physical contact. If you prefer not to shake hands, you can
let others around you know by pressing your palms together in front of your
heart (as if in prayer).

+ ACT OF PRAISE (all join in singing Hymn #85)
“I Woke Up This Morning”
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah.
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah.

) L[ST ENING for our Still-speaking God
WORD FOR CHILDREN Pastor Caela

Children ages 3-1st grade are welcome to attend Kids Worship after the Word for
Children. Children are walked up by staff/volunteer.



SCRIPTURE LESSON Jim Lewis
Psalm 119:97-112 (Page 701 in The New Century Hymnal read responsively, all
join in singing the refrain as indicated by the symbol R.)
1 Corinthians 2:6-9 (Second Testament page 157 in the pew Bible)

SERMON Rev. Caela Simmons Wood

) RESP ONDING in hope and thanksgiving

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Prefer to make an electronic contribution? Scan the QR Code at right with E!- E
: !

the camera on your smartphone to be taken directly to our donate page or

visit uccmanhattan.org/giving to learn how to set up automatic giving. Thank

you for being a part of our ministry. [=]

OFFERTORY

+DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heav’'nly host:
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE SERVICE OF SACRED COMMUNION
This is the table of Christ, not of this church. All are welcome and encouraged to
join in the sharing of communion at Christ's Table, regardless of age or tradition,
for this is the meal which binds all of us, different as we are, together.

If you are worshiping at home, please use any elements you have available. If you
are joining us in the sanctuary, we will use gluten-free elements. The cup contains
grape juice.

THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
One: From every corner of the earth, Christ calls us to the table.
Many: We come from many peoples, many places, many traditions.



One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

We come with the songs of our ancestors and the prayers of those
who came before us.

We come carrying stories of faith, struggle, hope, and joy.

From the villages of Africa and the islands of the Pacific, from the
mountains of Asia and the cities of the Americas, from the churches of
Europe and the Middle East -

We come as one people, gathered in Christ.

Some come to this table with abundance. Some come longing for daily
bread.

Christ welcomes us all.

Some come singing. Some come grieving. Some come with questions.
Some come with gratitude.

Christ welcomes us all.

The walls that divide us do not have the final say. Language does not
divide us. Geography does not divide us. Culture does not divide us.
At Christ’s table, there is room for all.

Come, people of God. Come with open hands and open hearts.

We come to receive. We come to remember. We come to share. We
come to be made one.

As we gather at this global table, we remember:

On the night before he was betrayed,

Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his friends.
He took the cup and shared it as a sign of a new covenant -

a promise of love stronger than violence,

hope stronger than despair,

and life stronger than death.

Holy Spirit, breathe upon this bread and this cup and upon all who
receive them.

As Christians around the world gather today, make us mindful of
one another:

of those who worship in crowded churches

and those who gather in small communities;

of those who celebrate with joyful music and dancing

and those whose worship is quiet and contemplative;

of those who have enough to eat

and those who cry out for bread;

of those who worship in freedom

and those who face conflict, displacement, or persecution.

Make us one in the love of Christ.



Many: As this bread is broken and this cup is shared, teach us that
communion is more than what happens here.
Make us people who share what we have,
who welcome the stranger,
who seek reconciliation,
who stand with those who suffer,
and who work for the peace and flourishing of all creation.

One: May it be so.
From UCC/Disciples of Christ Global Ministries

SHARING GIFTS OF FOOD AND COMMUNION
As we share Communion, you are invited to "fill the breadbasket." The gifts shared
support the work of the Blessing Box ministry of this church.

+ HYMN 330 (The New Century Hymnal located in pew backs.)
“Let Us Break Bread Together” Let Us Break Bread

+ HYMN (all join in singing Hymn #793)
“Santo, Santo, Santo”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Zoomers, please type your prayers into the chat. If you do not want your name read
aloud, please send your prayer as a direct message to the pastor.
We respond: Merciful God....hear our prayer.

PRAYER OF JESUS (said in unison)
You are invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Mother,
Father, Creator, God, Friend, Holy One, etc.). If you speak a language other than
English, please pray the prayer as you know it. We welcome other languages.
Together, we create a beautiful chorus reaching out to the Holy.

Our God who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever. Amen.



) GO]N G F ORTH to be messengers of good news

4+ HYMN 321 (The New Century Hymnal)
“Break Now the Bread of Life” Bread of Life

SHARING OPPORTUNITIES TO LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY.

CHALLENGE SPIRITUALLY. MINISTER FERVENTLY. Elml_i‘l
] ® %
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New to First Congregational? We’d love to meet you. Use the QR code at right
to complete a Connect Card.

<+ CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL CHORAL BENEDICTION (Sung two times)
“Let Us Live in the Light”
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POSTLUDE
“Joytul, Joyful We Adore Thee” Cherwien

Permission to print the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-710121.



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE B3 facebook
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 Join us on Facebook at
8:30 a.m. Choir practice facebook.com/uccmanhattanks
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Youth Donuts & Conversation
10:45 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament
Fill the Blessing Box
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour
1:30 p.m. CROP Walk
MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
5:30 p.m. UFM Yoga Class, Blachly Room
6:30 p.m. Actors Theatre Rehearsal, Theatre Room
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
11:30 a.m. Book Study, Zoom
12:15 p.m. UFM Yoga Class, Blachly Room
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
11:30 a.m. Lunch Bunch @ Smokin” Wille’s BBQ, Wamego
12:00 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
1:30 p.m. Manhattan Ministerial Association meeting, Pioneer/Blachly
5:15 p.m. Board of Deacons meeting, Zoom
5:30 p.m. Board of Christian Education meeting, Zoom
6:30 p.m. Board of Mission meeting, Zoom
7:00 p.m. Cabinet meeting, Zoom
7:00 p.m. Turning Point AA meeting, Andover Hall
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8-OFFICE REMOTE
7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9-OFFICE REMOTE
7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
10:00 a.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Conference Room
NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
8:30 a.m. Choir practice
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Service of the Word
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour
2:00 p.m. Meeting, Theatre Room




Ecumenical Campus Ministry at Kansas State University is a cooperative ministry supported by the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church AECM
(Disciples of Christ). For more information on ECM’s activities and schedules, please “' e
visit us on Facebook (ECM at K-State) or at www.ksu.edu/ecm e

Volunteers for Sunday, October 11
Greeter: Susanna Gilmore

Reading Scripture: Susanna Gilmore Visit

Fellowship Host: Eiselein/Gonzalez family uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups
Zoom Screen Sharer: Kerri Keller to volunteer.
Tech Team: TBA

Generosity Spotlight — This week we give thanks for....

our Gifts, Investments, and Endowments Committee. They have the longest
committee name AND the important task of stewarding our ongoing financial
investments. They keep a close eye on our investments, discuss how we receive
gifts, and ensure that we are doing everything possible to use these gifts to further
our ministry and mission.

Thank you for Being the Church!

Celebrating Generosity — This October we will feature testimonies about
our shared commitment to follow in the way of Jesus as we think about our
support for the ministries of our church. If you missed worship this past Sunday,
be sure to take a few minutes to view Sue G.'s testimony here!

https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKOKacOBZxs

In the next week or so, you will receive a mailing from the Stewardship
Committee urging you to make a financial pledge to the Church for 2027.
Included in the mailing will be important facts about the needs and finances of
the Church and your pledge card.

We ask for pledges to be submitted at or by the October 25th worship service.
This will give our Church leaders important information for planning the 2027
budget. Please note that financial pledges can also be made online at
uccmanhattan.org/pledge.

Each week in worship, we will have a drawing for a fun prize (Oct. 11, 18, 25).
The sooner you turn in your pledge, the more opportunities you have to win!
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Join Our Youth at Common Table — Our middle and high school
youth volunteer every month at Common Table - isn't that wonderful? We are
seeking 2-4 adults to join us every 3rd Sunday to volunteer. You can find all the
details and sign up at uccmanhattan.org/serve. Or reach out to Jess any time for
more information (jess@uccmanhattan.org).

Lunch Bunch: Oct. 7 @ Smokin’ Wille’s BBQ

Lunch Bunch is an amorphous group of members and friends of Manhattan’s
First Congregational UCC. It gathers once each month for lunch and
conversation, serious and silly. Please join us on the first Wednesdays of each
month. Come every time, or whenever you can. We begin at 11:30 a.m. to order
off the menu; some linger to 1:00, or so. The restaurants chosen vary from month
to month, and from year to year.

Wed. Oct. 7 Smokin” Wille’s BBQ 712 Fourth St., Wamego

Wed. Nov. 4 Olive Garden 715 Tuttle Creek Blvd.

You're Invited! — Deane will be attending the 2026 Mural Mosey on October
25th at 3:00 p.m. and would love company! Join with others in our community to
celebrate the colorful murals in downtown Manhattan This event is free and begins
at the Riley County Courthouse. Reach out to Deane ahead of time to let her know
you're coming or just show up. If you don't have access to the church directory to
find her contact information, please contact the church office for assistance.

CROP Walk — No one in this world should be hungry. That's why the CROP
Hunger Walk is more than just a gathering of people in a place. We're part of a
movement, taking steps and raising funds together to provide meals for those in
our own community who need them - and supporting programs that create
greater food security in communities all around the world.

Please join us in the fight against hunger. The steps we take and funds we raise
will make a difference in the lives of others.

The Manhattan CROP Walk is today at 1:30 p.m. R
Our team welcomes walkers and donations. Visit |
our team website to learn more, join, or donate. For [lw -
more information, please reach out to Katie S.

CROP HUNGER WALK
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Love in Action — The Mission board is supporting the "Love in Action" project
for the month of October. This project provides departure bags for ICE detainees
who are leaving the Chase County KS Detention Center. We will take monetary
donations through the end of October. There is a green box marked "Love in Action"
in the lobby for donations.

A Backpack Departure Bag will provide:
e New socks and underwear
¢ A hoodie or sweatshirt and sweatpants
Basic toiletries
A phone charging cord
¢ A notebook and pencil
e A small blanket
e Feminine hygiene products for the ladies

YOU CAN HELP:

$10 can provide personal-care items.

$25 can help provide clothing.

$50 can sponsor a complete bag.

Any donation helps us prepare the next bag.

First Congregational UCC, Manhattan—an Open and Affirming Congregation
In the spirit of love, openness, and inclusiveness we welcome persons of every race, culture,
nationality, age, family configuration, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, physical or
mental ability, and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of our church’s life
and ministry. —from Open and Affirming Statement adopted May 11, 2003

Ttie Misscon of Finot Congregational United Chanch of (Clniot co

e To love and accept others unconditionally as God loves and accepts us, and by

example, to encourage others to do the same.

¢ To challenge ourselves to grow spiritually through worship, education, nurture,

reflection, discussion, fellowship, and outreach.

e To minister to others locally, nationally, and globally with the same fervor as we

minister to ourselves, through the sharing of our talents, gifts, and resources.

We liold cunselves accountalblle before God for thie misscon statement.
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THERE
OUR
HEARTS
WILL BE

“Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”
- Matthew 6:21

The Corinthian church lived in a culture that prized wealth, polish, and
competition—and they were tempted to bring those same standards
into their faith. Paul reminded them that God’s wisdom does not look
like the world’s wisdom. It is not measured by numbers, status, or polish,
but revealed through the Spirit in ways that often seem foolish to the
world.

We face those same temptations today. Our culture whispers that
success is found in bigger paychecks, well-padded retirement accounts,
fuller sanctuaries, and shinier programs. We catch ourselves comparing
—measuring our worth against the mega church down the street or the
neighbor who seems to have it all together. But stewardship invites us
into a different story, one not rooted in comparison or accumulation, but
in trust, generosity, and grace.

Faith and generosity are not automatic—they grow through practice.
Over time, endurance grows and builds a giving muscle.
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Likewise, stewardship is not a single act, not a duty to check off, but a
way of training our lives in the direction of God's grace.

Gift by gift, practice by practice, we are being shaken and shaped into
people whose very lives tell the story of God’s abundance. That's the
race we are running together, a race that leads us deeper into the
wisdom of God. Each time we give, each time we open our hands, we
are being stretched, shaken, and reshaped. Over time, what feels hard or
uncertain begins to grow lighter, even joyful. That is how our lives echo
the wisdom of God, not the wisdom of this age.

On average, Americans give 2% of their income to charity. Giving
even 1% more of our annual income would be transformative for our
congregation and other organizations doing good in God's world.
Thank you for prayerfully considering your commitment!

What Does Giving Look Like Each Month?

Giving Percentage

® 2% 5% @ 10%
$1,400
$1250

$1,200
£ $1,000
O
) $800 $833
-~
LE; $600 $625 $625
= $400 $417 $417

$200 a2 $104 (0 s83 (6208 $318 e $250
$0 phacy $125
$25k $50k $75k $100K $150k

Annual Income

PLEDGE SUNDAY IS OCT. 25

Learn more and make your commitment at
uccmanhattan.org/pledge




October 4, 2026

“Wisdom for the Way”
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

On this Access Sunday and Disabilities Awareness Week, we pause for a moment to give thanks for the work of the United
Church of Christ Disabilities Ministry (UCCDM). According to their website, “The UCCDM envisions a world in which all
people are included in the fullness of life because they are created in the image of God. The mission of UCCDM is to
support all settings of the United Church of Christ (UCC) including but not limited to Local Congregations, Associations,
Conferences, camps, Historically Underrepresented Groups (HUGs), and national settings, as they seek to recognize and
provide access to people with disabilities in all aspects of the church’s life and ministry.

This includes, but is not limited to, affirming and claiming as its own the commitments of the UCC to be a multiracial,
multicultural, Open and Affirming, Just Peace, and Accessible to All ministry, recognizing that people with disabilities have
a multitude of other identities, and that all justice movements are interconnected; encouraging all settings of the wider
church to be physically, socially, and virtually accessible to and welcoming of people with disabilities; encouraging and
providing guidance to UCC settings as they work to become Accessible to All (hereafter A2A), and supporting them as they
sustain their commitment; participating in denominational and ecumenical conversations related to disabilities and working
with the UCC national setting and community partners to promote disability justice through an intersectional framework”.

For many churches, one of the greatest barriers to full participation is their buildings. Many church buildings, erected before
a time of greater understanding, are not built to be fully inclusive. With generations of time, attention, and money given to
maintain church buildings, it can be hard to think of changing them, even if it means being more inclusive.

And yet, Exodus 20:4 says it clearly. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. That includes the buildings in which
we work and worship.

Look around you now. Has this building become an idol, and object to appease and be worshiped rather than a sanctuary
of welcome? How can your community join the UCCDM movement of full inclusivity?

From the United Church of Christ « www.ucc.org
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