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Zecharial and the Angel
by Hannah Garrity



NOVEMBER 30, 2025, AT 10:45 A M.

Welcome! If you are worshiping with us for the first time, we hope that you will find God’s
presence among us. Your presence with us enriches our vision of the Body of Christ, and we
give thanks that you have joined us today. We hope you'll sign in using either the black pew
pads or our Connect Card at uccmanhattan.org/connect. Immediately following worship,
we hope you'll join us for conversation or just stay put in the Zoom room if you're
worshiping online. We look forward to greeting you there. If you have questions, please ask.

If you need accommodations, please let the usher know. Hearing assist devices,
wheelchairs, and walkers are available. If you need to step out of the service for any
reason, we can set up a tablet where you can continue watching the service from the
lobby. The elevator provides access to all three floors of the building. Diaper changing
stations are located in both restrooms on the main floor. Our lower level has wheelchair-
accessible, all-gender restrooms.

Children are welcome in worship (and we know they may need to wiggle!). Please
reach out to Brandy McDonald (brandy@uccmanhattan.org) if you have questions about
children's ministries. You may visit our website for information about Sunday School for
children and adults during the school year.

WiFi password for FCUCC guest:
YouAreLoved

Our service is recorded so we can share it with those who may have missed worship today. If you
are present in the sanctuary, you may be included in this recording. Please contact one of the
pastors for more information.

---- Assisting in Today’s Worship ----

Sanctuary Greeter: Emerson and Eliot Eiselein ~ Word for Children: Brandy McDonald
Fellowship Host: UCC Youth Reading Scripture: Jameson McDonald
Tech Team: David Simmons Wood Zoom Sharer: Kerri Keller


mailto:brandy@uccmanhattan.org

) GA THERING in the presence of God

GATHERING MusIc Tower Chimes

WELCOME

CALLED INTO GOD'S PRESENCE

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

One:

Many:

On Sundays and Mondays,

on good days and bad days,

early in the morning and very late at night,
here in this room, and out in the world,
God, we long for you to break in.

Meet us in this space.

Surprise us with your presence.

Fill this room with your good news.

With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray.
Amen!

ADVENT CENTERING MuUsIC Alicia Santee-Davis

During the prelude, you may want to use the Advent poetry or art in your
bulletin for reflection. The poetry and art are from the 2025 Advent
Devotional: What Do You Fear? created by A Sanctified Art.

LITANY OF THE ADVENT WREATH

One: Inaworld full of fear, where do you see hope?

Many: We see hope when we look to the next generation.
We feel hopeful when we gather together.

We know hope, deep in our bones, when
we dream of a better world.

One: You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. Today we
light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this
flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope.

Many: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
REFLECTION Linda Thurston



+ ADVENT SONG Lyrics by David Simmons Wood
“Light a Candle Bright and Tall” As with Gladness

Light a candle bright and tall
For the Hope within our world.
Hope that heard the ages’ call
As the stars and planets whirled.
Shine within our hearts today
Come, O Hope, to us, we pray.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Ever-present God,

we long to feel you close.

We long to feel your presence in our lives.

We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this
world.

However, if we're honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel
you in our midst.

Forgive our rushing and distractions.

Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this space. Remind
us that even in the time of Herod, even on the longest nights, you
are always there. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

One:

Many:

Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we
fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world, God is always moving
closer to us.

Hear and believe the good news this Advent season:

Nothing can keep God’s love away.

We are seen.

We are forgiven.

We are not alone.

Amen.

+ HYMN 107 (The New Century Hymnal located in pew backs.)
“Awake! Awake. and Greet the New Morn” Rejoice, Rejoice

+ Indicates all who are able, please stand.



+EXCHANGING THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you.

Many: And also with you.
As a sign of our reconciliation, please greet those around you with words such
as: “Peace be with you. / And also with you.” If you are worshiping online,
you can use the chat feature in Zoom. Please be mindful of other people's
preferences about physical contact. If you prefer not to shake hands, you can
let others around you know by pressing your palms together in front of your
heart (as if in prayer).

ACT OF PRAISE Bring a Torch
Love has come a light in the darkness!
Love explodes in the Bethlehem skies!

See all heaven has come to proclaim it,
hear how their song of joy arises.

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on High!

) L[ST ENING for our Still-speaking God
WORD FOR CHILDREN Brandy McDonald

Children ages 3-1st grade are welcome to attend Kids Worship after the Word for
Children. Children are walked up by staff/volunteer.

SCRIPTURE LESSON Jameson McDonald
Lamentations 3:55-57 (First Testament page 727 in the pew Bible)
Luke 1:5-13 (Second Testament page 53 in the pew Bible)

SERMON Rev. Caela Simmons Wood
“The hopes and fears of all the years...”



) RESP ONDING in hope and thanksgiving
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Prefer to make an electronic contribution? Scan the QR Code at right with E

the camera on your smartphone to be taken directly to our donate page or !’
visit uccmanhattan.org/giving to learn how to set up automatic giving. Thank
you for being a part of our ministry.

OFFERTORY Choir

+DOXOLOGY (Hymn 128 "In the Bleak Midwinter" v. 4)
What can I offer, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part;
But what can I offer: all my heart.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
You are invited to type your prayers into the chat.
We respond: Merciful God....hear our prayer.

PRAYER OF JESUS (said in unison)

You are invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Mother,
Father, Creator, God, Friend, Holy One, etc.). Together, our names for God will
create a beautiful chorus reaching out to the Holy.

Heavenly Parent, heavenly Mother,

Holy and blessed is your true name.

We pray for your reign of peace to come,

We pray that your good will be done,

Let heaven and earth become one.

Give us this day the bread we need,

Give it to those who have none.

Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,

From each one to each one.

Lead us to holy innocence

Beyond the evil of our days —

Come swiftly Parent, Father, come.

For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:

Forever your name is All in One. Amen.
This version of the prayer was adapted from Parker J. Palmer.



) GO[N G F ORTH to be messengers of good news
4+ HYMN 103 (The New Century Hymnal located in pew backs.)

“Watcher, Tell Us of the Night” Aberystwyth
SHARING OPPORTUNITIES TO LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY.
CHALLENGE SPIRITUALLY. MINISTER FERVENTLY. TR E
New to First Congregational? We’d love to meet you. Use the QR code at right a ® %
to complete a Connect Card. =] ‘:H.-?ﬂ

<+ CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL CHORAL BENEDICTION
“All Earth is Waiting” (Hymn 121, verses I and 3)
All earth is waiting to see the Promised One,
and open furrows, the sowing of our God.
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth.

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain;
open new highways, new highways for our God,
Who is now coming closer, so come all and see,
and open the door ways as wide as wide can be.

POSTLUDE

Permission to print the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-710121.

TAKE TIME FOR TAIZE

Join us on the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. for
Taizé Worship. Taizé is a 30-minute service of singing,
scripture, prayer and silence based on the pattern of worship in
use at the ecumenical community at Taizé, France.




THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 - ADVENT 1
8:30 a.m. Choir practice
9:30 a.m. Sunday School Join us on Facebook at
10:45 a.m. Service of the Word facebook.com/uccmanhattanks
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
5:30 p.m. UFM Yoga Class, Blachly Room
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2

11:30 a.m. Book Study, Zoom
12:15 p.m. UFM Yoga Class, Blachly Room
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
11:30 a.m. Lunch Bunch @ Early Edition-East
12:00 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
7:00 p.m. Turning Point AA meeting, Andover Hall
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
10:00 a.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Conference Room
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 = ADVENT 2
8:30 a.m. Choir practice
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Service of Word and Sacrament
Fill the Blessing Box
Brass in Worship
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour

Ecumenical Campus Ministry at Kansas State University is a cooperative ministry supported by the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church ECM
(Disciples of Christ). For more information on ECM’s activities and schedules, please “‘ e
visit us on Facebook (ECM at K-State) or at www.ksu.edu/ecm



http://www.ksu.edu/ecm

Generosity Spotlight — This week we give thanks for....

our Pastoral Relations Committee. This team of four people are appointed by the
Pastor and Church Cabinet. They meet on a regular basis for conversation with
Pastor Caela, acting as a confidential sounding board and support system. Their
job is to support the shared ministry of our congregation and pastor.

Thank you for Being the Church!

Volunteers for Sunday, December 7

Greeter: Carolyn Hodgson Visit
Reading Scripture: Jim Lewis uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups
Fellowship Host: Kerri Keller to volunteer.

Zoom Screen Sharer: Brent Maner
Tech Team: Maseberg-Tomlinson family

Advent Begins with HOPE — Don't forget to pick up your free Advent
devotional and calendar at the church building. Online versions also available -
just email the church office.

All of the information about our Advent and Christmas opportunities are
available on our website at uccmanhattan.org/christmas. Check it out for more
details and to find information you can share easily with your friends or
neighbors.

Did You Know? — The paraments (cloths on the pulpit, lectern, and altar) in
use in our church are from a set of four. They were designed and hand sewn by a
former member, Vickie Frone, and given to the church in 1993.

The symbols Vickie chose for our purple paraments emphasize the birth of
Christ (Advent) and his death (Lent). One shows three crosses, on which Christ
and the two thieves were crucified. Another shows a shepherd's cross (a
combination of a cross and shepherd's crook) rising out of the manger. The
symbols that appear on the table are two Greek letters: alpha and omega. These
are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, symbolizing that God is the
beginning and end of all things.


http://www.uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups.html

Automated Giving Tips — Many thanks to those who submitted their
pledges of support for 2026! One of the easiest ways to ensure your gifts make it
to the church is to set up automated giving. There are many options to fit your
needs. You can set up giving through your bank, with our church office, or even
by just visiting our website. Find some helpful tips online at :
www.uccmanhattan.org/pledge.html

Tech Team Interest? — The Tech Team is looking for new volunteers!
Several people have already expressed interest, and we hope more will check it
out so we can reduce the workload for everyone. Go to
www.uccmanhattan.org/members-area.html and use the Sign Up page to let us
know you're interested in learning more. Showing interest does not mean you're
committing! We are currently updating our training materials and will schedule
training after the first of the year.

Advent Honors and Memories —

The Advent season brings the opportunity for you to provide a special gift in
honor of someone important to you as the church is decorated for Advent and
Christmas.

The traditional donation requested during Advent was $15 to reimburse the
church for the cost of a poinsettia. As we have now fully transitioned to silk
poinsettias, you are invited to make your donation in support of the Benevolence
Fund. The Benevolence Fund provides those among our church and broader
community with proactive support and short-term emergency assistance as
determined by Pastor Caela. Your gift will be recognized during our Christmas
Eve services.

Order online at www.uccmanhattan.org/christmas or complete the form
below and return it to the church office with your donation:

700 Poyntz Ave., Manhattan KS 66502.

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

In Appreciation of:

Given by:

10


http://www.uccmanhattan.org/christmas

Holiday Gifts that Support Our Church — Are you planning to
purchase any gift cards for the upcoming holidays? Our congregation participates
in RaiseRight, which enables us to receive a percentage of any gift cards you buy
from their website. You'll find all kinds of major retailers: Target, Walmart,
Starbucks, Airbnb, Amazon, Ulta, Best Buy, Home Depot, and more!

When you purchase a gift card you'll see how much money will be returned to
the church - anywhere from 1.5-15%! You can buy physical or eGift cards and have
them shipped directly to your home or in a bulk order to the church. Bonus: you
can even buy gift cards for your own everyday essentials and then use those gift
cards as you need them. Win-win.

To get started, go to: www .raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=H8XIHHFVLE2C

Please note: any cards that you have shipped to the church will not be available
until December 20 so if you need them earlier, have them shipped to your home.

First Congregational UCC, Manhattan—an Open and Affirming Congregation
In the spirit of love, openness, and inclusiveness we welcome persons of every race, culture,
nationality, age, family configuration, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, physical or
mental ability, and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of our church’s life
and ministry. —from Open and Affirming Statement adopted May 11, 2003

Ttie Nission of Finot (Congregational Uncted Chanct of (Chncot i

e To love and accept others unconditionally as God loves and accepts us, and by example, to

encourage others to do the same.

e To challenge ourselves to grow spiritually through worship, education, nurture, reflection,

discussion, fellowship, and outreach.

e To minister to others locally, nationally, and globally with the same fervor as we minister to

ourselves, through the sharing of our talents, gifts, and resources.

We liold ounselves acconntablle before God for this misscon statement.

11
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A
Q\E. The First Sunday of Advent | W/hat do_you feeur?
///@ >~ IN THE TIME OF HEROD, WE LONG FOR GOD TO BREAK IN

In the Time of Herod

I didn’t live during Herod’s time—that brutal, murderous king,
God save his soul.
But even hundreds of years later, I know the prayers of his people.
I know the prayers of the mothers and the children under his rule.
I know the prayers of the young men under his angry arm.
I know their prayers, because anyone who has ever lived in this
soft world for more than two days knows how to pray for a miracle.
We rub our hands together.
We fold weary shoulders in,
a cage of bone to protect our bleeding hearts.
We sing, we shall overcome and bind my wandering heart to thee.
We walk across bridges and in front of powerful buildings.
We cover our cars in stickers that scream, we will not give up!
We allow a hungry cry to slip from our lips,
giving our lament a life of its own (with room to dance!).
And when all of that is said and done, we whisper to our creator,
God, break through the yelling and the fear.
Break through the violence and the oppression.
Get past the Herods of this world, and come be here.
Like every bleeding heart before, we pray for a miracle.

O@W@[ © A SANCTIFIED ART | SANCTIFIEDART.ORG



About the author

Rev. Sarah Speed, Founding Creative Partner of A Sanctified Art

Rev. Sarah Speed (she/her) is the Head of Staff/ Senior Pastor at Second
Presbyterian Church of Kansas City, MO. She graduated from Virginia
Commonwealth University with a degree in Social Work, and holds a
Master of Divinity degree from Columbia Theological Seminary. Sarah
loves to combine her love of all things creative with her passion for God.
She believes that the Church has a responsibility to open every door to
God, so that those of us who are visual, kinesthetic, or relational learners
all have equal opportunity to engage God to the fullest of our abilities.

Sarah feels called to live her life welcoming people into the church by using her energy and passion for beautifully
scripted words, raw and relevant liturgy, and hands-on worship experiences to engage our longing for God and the
need for justice in this messy world. Writing is her most beloved spiritual practice. You can find her daily poems
on Instagram and Facebook: @writingthegood | writingthegood.com

A Sanctified Art LLC is a collective of artists in ministry who create resources for worshiping
communities. The Sanctified Art team works collaboratively to bring scripture and theological
themes to life through film, visual art, curriculum, coloring pages, liturgy, graphic designs,
and more. Their mission is to empower churches with resources to inspire creativity in worship
and beyond. Driven by the connective and prophetic power of art, they believe that art helps
us connect our hearts with our hands, our faith with our lives, and our mess with our God.
Learn more about their work at sanctifiedart.org.

OreSudifed it

B B W @sanctifiedart | sanctifiedart.org | contact@sanctifiedart.org
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Cover art “Zechariah and the Angel”

by Hannah Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
Inspired by Luke 1:5-13

32"x20” Paper lace & graphite drawing, backed with cyanotype print

From the artist;

Within the political landscape of Herod’s time, hope was not on the horizon—that’s the point. And Elizabeth had
been barren for many years. This miracle visited her—in her body, in her womb—because it was so
unexpected.

In this piece, | imagine the angel in a female form arriving close to Zechariah in the darkened Temple, surprising
him by her presence. His reaction is a fearful one in this image. He leans away, squints his eyes, and covers his
head. He protects himself from her, from her presence, from her power, from her words, from her gaze. He
hides. The incense swirls around them. In contrast to his fear, her message is one of hope: long-yearned-for-joy
and family security. Here the angel's message is represented by the doves and the stars. Her message flows
into his space with the same power that invoked his fear. | imagine Zechariah lets his guard down then, and
listens to her in shock. | imagine he takes in her words, lets his arm down, meets her gaze, and holds onto joy,
despite his ongoing apprehension.

In this image, | placed my paper lace over a cyanotype print, which is created using photosensitive paper,
objects, and sunlight. The cyanotype didn’t work the first time; | had to paint the light-sensitive solution again
and then expose the print for longer in brighter daylight. | really needed plexiglass to hold my branches and
leaves tightly to the paper, but | didn’t have it. Nonetheless, the final print reflected the flow of energy in this
text.

The movement in the cyanotype is horizontal—perfect for the lateral conversation between the angel and
Zechariah. Pine needles created shapes that appear to reiterate the angel's words as they are leaving her
mouth toward Zechariah’s ear. These words, this unexpected and miraculous hope, are the focal point in the
text and the art. In the cyanotype, there are deep blues with silhouettes of leaves and stems, but nothing so
powerful as these words, these pine needles creating a high-contrast focal point. God is breaking in.

700 Poyntz Avenue
Manhattan, Kansas 66502
telephone 785-537-7006
www.uccmanhattan.org
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