


JULY 12,2026, AT 10:45 A.M.

Welcome! If you are worshiping with us for the first time, we hope that you will find God’s
presence among us. Your presence with us enriches our vision of the Body of Christ, and we
give thanks that you have joined us today. We hope you'll sign in using either the black pew
pads or our Connect Card at uccmanhattan.org/connect. Immediately following worship,
we hope you'll join us for conversation or just stay put in the Zoom room if you're
worshiping online. We look forward to greeting you there. If you have questions, please ask.

If you need accommodations, please let the usher know. Hearing assist devices,
wheelchairs, and walkers are available. If you need to step out of the service for any
reason, we can set up a tablet where you can continue watching the service from the
lobby. The elevator provides access to all three floors of the building. Diaper changing
stations are located in both restrooms on the main floor. Our lower level has wheelchair-
accessible, all-gender restrooms.

Children are welcome in worship (and we know they may need to wiggle!). Please
reach out to Brandy McDonald (brandy@uccmanhattan.org) if you have questions about
children's ministries. You may visit our website for information about Sunday School for
children and adults during the school year.

WiFi password for FCUCC guest:
YouAreLoved

Our service is recorded so we can share it with those who may have missed worship today. If you
are present in the sanctuary, you may be included in this recording. Please contact one of the
pastors for more information.

---- Assisting in Today’s Worship ----

Sanctuary Greeter: Daniel O’Connor Word for Children: Brandy McDonald
Screen Sharer: Kerri Keller Reading Scripture: Judy Ahrens
Tech Team: Janet George Fellowship Host: Judy Ahrens


mailto:brandy@uccmanhattan.org

) GA THERING in the presence of God
GATHERING MusIC Tower Chimes

WELCOME

CENTERING Music
“Spring Buds” Craig Weston

If you have a prayer you'd like shared aloud during Prayers of the Church, you may
write your prayer on one of the blue cards found in the pew backs. Please place your
completed card in the offering plates when they are passed.

CALLED INTO GOD'S PRESENCE
One: We gather in the name of the living Christ to worship God.
Many: Surely, God is in this place
and calls us to worship in spirit and in truth.
One: God’s love is for you and for all people everywhere.
Many: That we may share God’s love and life,
may we be renewed
in the refreshing Spirit of the living Christ.
One: The living Christ is with us.

Many: Thanks be to God.
adapted from Life in Liturqy

+ HYMN 602 (The New Century Hymnal)
“Savior God Above” Come Sunday

+ Indicates all who are able, please stand.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of Healing and Compassion, we are quick to judge and quick
to want our kind of justice. Slow us down. Clear our heads. Fill us
with compassion. Call us to quiet down and to listen to you first,
and then to listen to others, rather than jumping to conclusions.
Hold us to your commandments, to know that you are the true
judge, the one who brings the kind of justice that restores. Help us
to love one another as you have loved us, forgiving one another as
you have forgiven us. Turn us into compassionate people, ready to
serve you and bring your healing and justice to the world.



WORDS OF ASSURANCE
One: Hear now these words of assurance:
Many: God the Creator brings us new life,
forgives and redeems us.
Take hold of this forgiveness,
and live your life in the spirit of Jesus.

Amen.
Celebrate God'’s Presence

+ EXCHANGING THE PEACE

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.

Many: And also with you.
As a sign of our reconciliation, please greet those around you with words such
as: “Peace be with you. / And also with you.” If you are worshiping online,
you can use the chat feature in Zoom. Please be mindful of other people's
preferences about physical contact. If you prefer not to shake hands, you can
let others around you know by pressing your palms together in front of your
heart (as if in prayer).

+ ACT OF PRAISE (all join in singing Hymn #85)
“I Woke Up This Morning”
I woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Woke up this morning with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah.
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Singing and praying with my mind stayed on Jesus,
Hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah.



) L[ST ENING for our Still-speaking God
WORD FOR CHILDREN: Brandy McDonald

Children ages 3-1st grade are welcome to attend Kids Worship after the Word for
Children. Children are walked up by staff/volunteer.

SCRIPTURE LESSON Judy Ahrens
Genesis 28:10-19a (First Testament page 24 in the pew Bible)

SERMON Sue Zschoche

) RESP ONDING in hope and thanksgiving

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Prefer to make an electronic contribution? Scan the QR Code at right with
the camera on your smartphone to be taken directly to our donate page or
visit uccmanhattan.org/giving to learn how to set up automatic giving. Thank
you for being a part of our ministry.
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OFFERTORY
“Moanin”” Bobby Timmons

+DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heav’'nly host:
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Zoomers, please type your prayers into the chat. If you do not want your name read
aloud, please send your prayer as a direct message to the pastor.
We respond: Merciful God....hear our prayer.



PRAYER OF JESUS (said in unison)

You are invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Mother,
Father, Creator, God, Friend, Holy One, etc.). If you speak a language other than
English, please pray the prayer as you know it. We welcome other languages.
Together, we create a beautiful chorus reaching out to the Holy.

Our Mother, who is in heaven and within us,

we call upon your names.

Your wisdom come. Your will be done,

in all the spaces in which you dwell.

Give us each day sustenance and perseverance.

Remind us of our limits as we give grace to the limits of others.

Separate us from the temptation of empire,

and deliver us into community.

For you are the dwelling place within us,

the empowerment around us, and the celebration among us,

now and forever.

Amen.
A womanist version of the prayer by the Rev. Yolanda Norton,
used at Grace Cathedral for the Beyonce Mass.
) GO[N G F ORTH to be messengers of good news
+ HYMN 500 (The New Century Hymnal)
“Jacob’s Ladder” Jacob’s Ladder

SHARING OPPORTUNITIES TO LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY.
CHALLENGE SPIRITUALLY. MINISTER FERVENTLY. Elgﬁ::lil

.®§

New to First Congregational? We’d love to meet you. Use the OR code at right & 3%1‘
to complete a Connect Card. &

<+ CHARGE AND BENEDICTION



+ CONGREGATIONAL CHORAL BENEDICTION (Sung two times)
“Let Us Live in the Light”
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POSTLUDE
“Nostalgia in Times Square” Charles Mingus

THANK YOU TO THE
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Nate McClendon, Craig Weston: saxophone
Julie Hunt, Paul Hunt: trombone
Alicia Santee-Davis: piano
Russell Clark: bass

Kurt Gartner: drums

Permission to print the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-710121.



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

THIS SUNDAY, JuLY 12 m
10:45 a.m. Service of the Word WL facebook
Jazz in Worship Join us on Facebook at

12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour facebook.com/uccmanhattanks

1:30 p.m. Horn Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary
MONDAY, JuLy 13
5:30 p.m. UFM Yoga Class, Blachly Room
6:30 p.m. Actors Theatre Rehearsal, Theatre Room
TUESDAY, JuLY 14
11:30 a.m. Book Study, Zoom
12:15 p.m. UFM Yoga Class, Blachly Room
WEDNESDAY, JuLY 15
12:00 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
7:00 p.m. Turning Point AA meeting, Andover Hall
THURSDAY, JuLY 16 - OFFICE REMOTE
7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
FRIDAY, JuLY 17 - OFFICE REMOTE
7:30 p.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Andover Hall
SATURDAY, JuLY 18
10:00 a.m. MOA Narcotics Anonymous meeting, Conference Room
10:00 a.m. Meeting, Theatre
NEXT SUNDAY, JuLY 19— SHARED WORSHIP @ MENNONITE CHURCH

1000 FREMONT STREET
10:45 a.m. Service of the Word
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hour
1:30 p.m. Horn Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary

Ecumenical Campus Ministry at Kansas State University is a cooperative ministry supported by the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the United Church of Christ, and the Christian Church AECM
(Disciples of Christ). For more information on ECM’s activities and schedules, please “' ororoh,
visit us on Facebook (ECM at K-State) or at www.ksu.edu/ecm s



http://www.ksu.edu/ecm

Volunteers for Sunday, July 26

Greeter: Barbara Crooks Visit
Reading Scripture: Debbie Garcia uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups
Fellowship Host: Debbie Garcia to volunteer.

Zoom Screen Sharer: Kerri Keller
Tech Team: Maseberg -Tomlinson family

Generosity Spotlight — This week we give thanks for....

those in our congregation who spend time staring at spreadsheets, accounting apps,
and bank statements. Our volunteer treasurer, budget officer, financial secretary,
and financial review team share their time and energy to make sure we take care of
our shared financial resources. We are also grateful, of course, for our paid
bookkeeper who keeps things running smoothly.

Thank you for Being the Church!

Staff Availability — Pastor Caela is traveling to Baden with a delegation of
pastors from the KO Conference this month. She will be in Germany from July 6-
19. During this time, she will only have periodic access to her messages, so if you
have a pastoral care need, please contact the church office, Pastor Sue, or one of
our Ministers of Care.

What's Happening in Baden? —

While in Germany, Pastor Caela and the other pastors from our conference will
be traveling throughout the Baden region to meet with clergy and laypeople in
our sister churches of EKIBA (the Protestant Church of Baden). We will have
opportunities to see their ministry in action, attend worship services, visit
historical and cultural sites, share meals, and more. Caela is particularly excited
about joining in a baptism festival in Karlsruhe this Sunday!

The delegation will also be attending EKIBA's Jarestagung (Annual Meeting)
where they will attend and present workshops focused on how our faith
empowers us to respond to current challenges such as growing Christian
nationalism and authoritarianism.

While in Heidelberg, the KO delegation will offer a presentation that you can
join from home on July 15th from 12:30-2:00 p.m. (CST). For more details and to
register for the online event go to: https://www.kocucc.org/news-events/meet-
the-members-of-the-ucc-delegation-and-join-the-conversation



https://www.kocucc.org/news-events/meet-the-members-of-the-ucc-delegation-and-join-the-conversation
https://www.kocucc.org/news-events/meet-the-members-of-the-ucc-delegation-and-join-the-conversation
http://www.uccmanhattan.org/sign-ups.html

Did You Know? —
The paraments (cloths on the pulpit, lectern, and altar) in use in our church are

from a set of four. They were designed and hand sewn by a former member,
Vickie Frone, and given to the church in 1993.

Green is the color of growing things, represents life, and is used during the
growing season, between Pentecost and Advent.

Symbols chosen by Vickie are the three rings, Celtic cross, and the descending
dove.

Three circles represent the holy trinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The
Celtic cross combines the cross with the eternal circle. The dove is a bird that
symbolizes peace. The crosses on the altar cloth were designed by Vickie
specially for First Congregational Church.

ECM @ K-State — A message from our campus ministry, ECM @ K-State:
As we prepare for the fall semester, we'd love your help in connecting with
incoming K-State students. If you know graduating seniors, college students,
grandchildren, neighbors, or other young adults who will be attending K-State
this fall, please encourage them to connect with ECM through our student
referral form: https:/ /forms.gle/1Y4yBUtdcQtwhEAB9

First Congregational UCC, Manhattan—an Open and Affirming Congregation
In the spirit of love, openness, and inclusiveness we welcome persons of every race, culture,
nationality, age, family configuration, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, physical or
mental ability, and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of our church’s life
and ministry. —from Open and Affirming Statement adopted May 11, 2003

Ttie Misscon of Finot Congregational United Chanch of (Clniot co

¢ To love and accept others unconditionally as God loves and accepts us, and by

example, to encourage others to do the same.

¢ To challenge ourselves to grow spiritually through worship, education, nurture,

reflection, discussion, fellowship, and outreach.

¢ To minister to others locally, nationally, and globally with the same fervor as we

minister to ourselves, through the sharing of our talents, gifts, and resources.

We liold cunselves accountalblle before God for thie misscon statement.
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July 12, 2026 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
“A House Divided”
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

| can’t seem to master the art of growing bountiful rows of vegetables and meadows of bee-friendly wildflowers.

My farmer neighbors tell me that my problem is | can't throw seeds down and expect success. Growing something beautiful takes
some elbow grease — and education. Starting with understanding what type of soil | have. Is it clay, sand, silt or peat?

Truthfully, | have no idea what language they are speaking. I've tried studying up on soil. | even purchased testers to see what |
need to amend my soil with. Still, | can’t seem to understand the science of the nutrients needed to help various plants grow.

This | do know: My soil is extremely rocky, so any hopes of growing blue-ribbon winning straight carrots are dashed. Rather than
deal with the soil | have, | opted for raised beds. But they aren’t the carefree option I thought them to be. Even the “good” soil |
put into the beds needs care.

My challenges with soil have made me better understand Jesus’ Parable of the Sower.

When Jesus wanted to make his point about what it meant to grow in God’s Word and till the Kingdom here on Earth, he used
soil as a metaphor for the conditions of our heart — where the seeds of justice and love grow.

First, there was soil on a path that the Sower threw the seeds on. Being it was a path; the birds easily saw the seeds, swooped in
and gobbled them up. The seeds had no chance of taking root.

Next, there was the rocky soil. The seeds did begin to grow, but the roots could only go so deep, making the plants easily
uprooted. And may | add, making carrots wonky.

Then the Sower threw seeds amid the thorns, where they were soon choked by the overgrowth. Finally, the Sower’s seeds fell
upon good soil where they produced a bountiful yield.

We are all being asked today by Jesus to assess the soil of our hearts. Where are the seeds of faithfulness falling? Are they
scattering on safe, well-worn paths that will not lead to deep growth? Are they falling in rocky ground where the roots will not
reach deep enough to withstand droughts or even deluges? What about those thorns of distractions and busyness in our
overgrown gardens of life? Are they choking our commitment to following in the ways of Christ?

Be honest with your assessment because, as | have learned the hard way, ignoring what needs to be amended doesn’t get you
the beautiful abundant life God wants for you.

God of green pastures, rich soil and abundant crops, help us to be honest with You about the condition of our heart soil. May we
admit where we are failing in the growth of Your Word here in our own lives and communities. And then, may we be willing to
amend our ways so that truly a garden of hope and peace will flourish. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for the United Church of Christ and author of today’s back page.)
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